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Privileges, Gc. 120 1724. 

3. Clementis Alexandrini Opera que extant. Grar, 
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Epifcopum Oxonienfem. 2 Vol. fol. Oxom 1715. 

4. Directions, Counfels and Cautions tending to pru- 
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ed by Thomas Fuller, M.D. 120. 1725. 
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the 


DICTIONNAIRE UNIVERSEL, con- 
36 | tenant generalement tous les mots Fran- 
cols, tant vieux que modernes, & les 
termes des Sciences & des Arts, Ove 
A la Haye, ches Pierre Hudfon, ce, 


1725. 
That is, 


An UNIVERSAL DICTIONARY, containing 
| all the French words, both old and mo- 
: dern, and the terms of Sciences and Arts, 

Ke. Collefled and compiled firft by AN- 

TONY FURETIERE, Abbot of Chalivot, 
| Member of the French Academy: after- 
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wards correcled and enlarged by Mr. Bas- 
NAGE DE BAUVAL: and in this new 
Edition, revifed, corrected, and very much 
enlarged by Mr. BRUTEL DE LA Rivi- 
ERE, At the Hague. 1725. Four large 
Volumes in folio. 










H1Is is a fourth Edition of Furetzere's 
Dictionary. That Work is fo wel 
known, that I need not fhow the ufe. 
fulnefs of it: I fhall only fay that a large Dittio- 
nary, Which runs not only upon words, but alfo 
upon things, muft be a proper Repertory to be 
confulted upon many occafions. Mr. De Bai- 
val, who publifhed the fecond and third Edi- 
tions of this Dictionary, corre¢ted and enlarged, & 
defigned to print a fourth ; but he died, after J & 
he had gone as far as the end of the Letter D. & 
Mr. De /a Riviere, Paftor of the French Church & §' 
at Amfterdam, went on with that Edition, be # "! 
ginning where Mr. De Bauval had left off. Here #& S¢ 
ollows an account of his performance. at 
Moft of the Articles, efpecially thofe thi — id 
concern Arts.and Sciences, have a greater ¢x- 
tent than in the former Editions. | 
The Editor has particularly minded the Lan & °c 
Suage he has endeavoured to lay down the true " 
ignification of words, and to fhow their diffe %% « 
rent acceptions: to that end, he has made ule ym *r 
of the new Dictionary of the French Academy. . tI 
He has added a great many remarks taken from J#* 
the Grammars of the Abbot Defimarais, and Fi 
ther Buffier, and from the Works of all tho! 
who have publifhed reflexions upon the Frenc 


Language, He 
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He has inferted many words, which had efca- 
ped the Authors of all the other Dictionaries. 

The Readers will find here the old words, 
whereof fome only had been taken notice of in 
the former Editions. 

Mr. De Ja Riviere has alfo inferted proper 
nouns, and their diminutives, the names of the 
Inhabitants of the Cities and Provinces of France, 
and alfo thofe of foreign Countries. 

Etymologies appear here in a much greater 


} number and more exaétly difcuffed than before. 


This new Edition is enlarged with many terms 


| of Aftronomy, Chronology, facred and pro- 

| fine Hiftory, Mythology, Philofophy, Phy- 
| fic. Botanics, Navigation, War, natural Hifto- 
} ry, &c.: and in all thofe Articles that relate to 
| Arts and Sciences, curious remarks and new dif- 
| coveties have been added. 


The terms of Relations are alfo in a much 


| greater number; and with that help, together 
with what is faid of the laws, cuftoms and ufa# 
| ges of Nations, one may read with more bene- 
tt Relations, hiftorical Memoirs, public News, 
}ind other Writings of that kind. 


The names and opinions of the feveral Seéts 
c if rT | 
0 Philofophers, both antient and modern, have 
ven added; and alfo the opinions of Heretics, 


}o the different Parties among Chriftians, and 


othe Mahometans and Indians. Mr. De /a Ri- 
tere has thought fit to infert an explication of 
il the terms relating to the Jewifh Antiquities 
ind the Rites of the Mofaical Law. He hopes 
‘at What he fays upon that head, will facilitate 
the underftanding of the holy Scripture. 

He has neglected no mainer of hel p. He has 
made ufe of the remarks which Mr. De Bauval had 
L2 infert- 
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inferted in the margins of his Copy. He has 
taken from the Univerjal Dittionary of Trevoux, 
which (fays he) is nothing elfe but Furetieres 
Dictionary enlarged, whatever appeared to him 
proper to enrich this Edition. But his own col- 
lections, made from the beft Writers, have af. 
forded him the greateft part of his matter. He 
has been very careful to quote his Authors. 

The examples which he has pitched upon, 
contain nice thoughts, ingenious ftrokes, or im- 
portant maxims. 

Laftly, the Editor declares that he difowns 
the licentious things, that are to be found in 
this Edition: he has had no hand in them. 

A Work of this nature is fometimes of good 
ufe. I fhall give an inftance of it, relating to 
this very Dictionary. The late Mr. Ca/ewel, 
an eminent Mathematician of Oxford, told me 
that he wanted a very good Definition of a cer 
tain mathematical term. He confulted all the 
Authors he could think of, without being able 
to fatisfy himfelf At laft he looked into Fare 
tiere’s Di€tionary, in which he found an excel 
lent definition of that term. 

I fhall conclude with a fhort Specimen of thi 
Work 
“ AR BOUSIER, or according to fome 4: 
boifier. °Tis a fhrub which fhoots up many 
- — boughs. Its leaves are oblong, # 
“ Jarge as thofe of laurel, fmooth, green, in 
“¢ indented in the edges. Its flowers are whit 
** of a pleafant fmell, hanging in clufters. 7 
“° fruit is like ftrawberries, but bigger, fpherici 
** plump, yellow before it ripens, red when * 
“ is ripe, of -a fw ‘eet and fomewhat fharp tall 
“© That fhrub rifes to fuch a height in Cuniii 
** that it equals the higheft trees, and its i 
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« is as big as a {mall apple. In Latin arbutus folio 
“ ferrato, C. Baun. The leaves, bark and 
fruit of the 4Ardutus are aftringent. The fruit 


| « is not eafily digefted, and occafions a pain in 


“the ftomach. °*Tis daid, it has been called 
“ ynedo, becaufe the eating of more than one 
“ does harm”, 

The Arbutus, whofe fhade appeared fo delight- 


| ful to the Antients, is ftill very common in Ita- 


ly, as it has been obferved among feveral curious 


remarks of Dr. Robinfou, in the Philofophical 
Jranfattions, N°. 349. Art. IIT. 





ARTICLE XXII. 


| Lettres de M. DE SAINT-ANDRE, 


Confeiller, Medecin ordinaire du Roi, 2 
quelques uns de fes amis, au fujet de fa 
Magie, des Malefices, & des Sorciers, 
ou il rend raifon des effets les plus fur- 
prenans qu’on attribue ordinairement 
aux Démons, & fait voir que ces Intel- 
ligences n’y ont fouvent aucune part, & 
que tout ce qu’on leur impute, qui ne fe 
trouve ni dans |’Ancien ni dans le Nou- 
veau Teftament, ni autorifé par l’Eélife, 
eft naturel ou fuppofé. A Paris, chez 
Jean-Baptifte de Maudouit, @c. 1725. 
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That 1s, 


LETTERS of Dr. DE SAINT-ANDRE, 
Councellor, Phyfician in ordinary to the 
King, written to fome of bis friends, about 
Magic, Charms, and Sorcerers, wherein 
be accounts for the moft furprifing effets 
commonly afcribed to Devils, and fhows 
that thofe Spirits have frequently no hand 
in thofe things, and that whatever is in- 
puted to them, not to be found in the Old 
and New Teftament, nor authorized by 
the Church, is either natural or fuppofi- 
titious, Paris, 1725. i 12% pagg. 446. 


Taken from the Journal des Scavans. 


nu & Author of thefe Letters fays, they may 
be of ufe to undeceive many people, who 
are too credulous about Witchcraft, and to di- 
rect Clergymen, Judges and Phyficians upon 
many occafions in their judgment concerning fuch 
matters. He adds, thatthe intereft of Religion 
requires that popular errors fhould be oppofed in 
thofe things wherein it is effentially concerned, 
and which lead to fuperftition, impiety and ido- 
Jatry. 
He obferves that ’tis an infult to the Deity, 
“* to afcribe to Devils an abfolute power over the 
“* Elements, to pretend that they are able to 
** change, whenever they pleafe, the difpofition 
*° of the weather and feafons, to raife ftorms; 
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“ earthquakes, conflagrations, to deftroy ‘the 
“¢ fruits of the earth, to kill men and beatts, to 
“ overthrow Empires”. 

If Dr. De St. André does not approve that 
{fo great an honour fhould be done to Devils, he 
takes it ill, on the other hand, that they fhould 
be fo far depretiated, ** as to pretend that they 
§* can be rid upon by Sorcerers and Witches, and 
“ by all thofe who at any time have a fancy to 
“ fly in the air, to crofs the fea, to go from 
“ one Province into another, and to be carried 
“ thither in the midft of rains, {now and troft”’. 
What appears to him more unhandfome, is to 
fubje&t the Devil to the whims of a wretched fel= 
low, who-ufes him like a flave, commands bin 
and makes him do the meaneft things, as the De- 
monographers pretend, who give out the vifions, 
dreams and imaginations of weak people, as re- 
al things. He fays, the Devil is a Spirit, and 
confequently that it is an infult to the nature of 
Angels, to debafe him in fuch a manner. 

Afterwards, the Author begins to examine 
the Magic of the Antients, and is very particu- 
lar upon that head. He diftinguifhes two forts 
of Magic, one that has nothing bad in it, and 
another which deferves to be cenfured. 'Thefe 
are common notions, and we think fit to omit 
them. In the next place, he explains the nae 
ture of a Pact with the Devil: he makes feve- 
ral reflexions upon that fubjeét, and then fhows 
that moft of the extraordinary things afcribed to 
the Devil, are mere natural effeéts. Where- 


| upon he mentions the ftory of the Sieur Brioche, 


2 famous Puppet-player, who in a Town of 
Switzerland where that Show had never been 
fen before, was apprehended as a Magician, and 
kan the hazard of being punifhed as fuch. 
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What has been faid hitherto, belongs to the 
firftt Letter. Magical conjurations are the fub- 
ject of the fecond. ‘The Author fhows that they 
are mere fancies. He takes notice of a ridicu- 
lous Book which fome weak-minded people fan. 
cy to have been written by Solomon King of 
Ifrael. He difcovers the abfurdity of that con- 
ceit, and after feveral remarks tending to prove 
the vanity of Magic, he {peaks of Charms. This 
makes the fubjeé& of fix other Letters. 

He lays down as a principle that charms are 
undeniable : Hiftories, fays he, afford inftances 
of them, the conteflions of maletactors prove 
them, and they are confirmed by the Arveéts of 
Parliaments. He obferves that charms are per- 
formed upon men and beafts, and fometimes up- 
on vegetables. But he maintains that the Devil his 
hardly any hand in thofe charms, and that al 
the mifchief proceeding from them, is owing to 
natural means. Upon this occafion, Dr. De 
St. Andre examines what one ought to think of 
what is vulgarly called Nowement de Paiguillette, 
a charm fo named, becaufe ’tis faid to be made 
with a leather, cotton, thread or filk-ftring, 
which has one or many knots. The effect of 
that charm, according to the common opinion, 
is to prevent the confummation of marriage; 
but the Author fhows that if fome  pertous 
have prevented the confummation of marriage, 
was commonly by giving fome drink, or by 
other natural means. Whereupon he alleges {e- 
veral hiftories. He obferves in the fourth Let 
ter, that the imagination of thofe who believ? 
that the charm juft now mentioned has beet 
ufed againft them, has alfo a great power 2 
produce the impotency of which they complain 
There are many inftances of it, and the Authot 
takes notice of fome. 


Though 
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Though the Church excommunicates thofe 
who ufe fuch a charm, and the Prieft, before 
he proceeds to the celebration of a marriage, 
anathematizes them ; yet, fays Dr. De St. Andre, 
it does not follow that thofe who prevent the 
confummation of marriage, have always recourfe 
to the Devil. ‘The Church excommunicates 
them, without examining how they compas 
their defign ; and indeed they deferve to be ex- 
communicated. 

In the third and fourth Letters, the Author 
endeavours to explain by natural reafons many 
Phenomena commonly afcribed to the Devil, 
fuch as nails, pins, and other like things, that 
came out of feveral parts of the body. After- 
wards he proceeds to Poffeffions. He acknow- 
ledges that the Devil is truly concerned in them; 
but he fays, *tis without any Paét with him, 
and without any commerce with Sorcerers and 
Magicians. He owns that there are true poffef- 
fions ; but he obferves that many are falfe. 

The Signs of a true poffeffion, fays he, are, 
1. the being raifed up and fufpended in the air 
for a confiderable time, without any intervention 
of Art. | 

2. The different languages fpoken by thofe 
who are faid to be poffeffed, though they never 
learned them, nor heard any body fpeak them, 
and their an{wers in each language to every que- 
ition. 

3. The pofitive news they tell about what 
happens then in the remoteft countries, without 
any reafon to fufpeét that ’tis only by chance. 

4. Their difcovery of the moft hidden things, 


ni they can have no knowledge other- 
wife, 


5. Their 
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5. Their difcovering the moft fecret thoughts, 
which cannot be known by any outward fign. 

When none of thofe figns appear, fays our 
Author, one may doubt of the poffeffion, and 
believe that the whole matter may proceed trom 
nature or artifice. Here he takes notice of the 
pretended poffeflion of the Urfulines of Loudun, 
and of the Nuns of Lonviers, and affirms that 
the reports that went about it, were mere ficti- 
ons. 

Dr. De St. Andre, in the fixth Letter, fpeaks 
of the means propofed by Sorcerers and Magi- 
cians to difcover the authors of charms. Though 
he looks upon thofe pretended means as falfe and 
ridiculous, yet he explains them, as if they were 
true, to fhow, fays he, that fuppofing there was 
any truth in them, yet they would be the work of 
nature, which would oblige the malefa¢tor to 
difcover the mifchief he has done, and to cure 
it. 

Tis a vulgar opinion, that fome charms ftop, 
all of a fudden, horfes and other beafts in their 
way ; but the Author obferves that this effect is 
generally produced by mere natural caufes, by 
powders or other things, the vapour whereot 
offends thofe animals, and makes them ftand ftill, 
or go back. 

Witchcraft is the fubjeét of the feventh Let- 
ter. ‘The Author looks upon the Devil’s Meet- 
ing as achimgra, and upon Sorcerers as people 
whofe imagination is commonly difordered. 

He compares Sorcerers to thofe mad men, 
who, for inftance, believe: themfelves to bé 
Kings, and argue well upon any other matter. 
Don’t {peak of the Devil’s Meeting to thofe 
pretended Sorcerers, fays he, you will perceive 
they have a found mind ; but if you mention it, 
they 
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they will tell you a thoufand extravagant things 
upon that head: their idea of the Devil’s Meet- 
ing is fo ftrong, that they look upon thofe who 
will not believe it, as incredulous and unreafo- 
nable Men. ‘The ointments with which they 
rub their limbs, do alfo contribute to the dif 
order of their imagination: the Narcotics which 
make part of thofe ointments, fill their heads 
with a thoufand vifions, fo that they take their 
own dreams to be fo many real things. 

‘Dr. de St. André profecutes the fame fubje&t in 
the eighth Letter. He difcourfes particularly 
of thofe Marks which the Devil is faid to make 
with his nail upon the bodies of Sorcerers, with- 
out hurting them. He ferioufly confutes thofe 
idle fancies: he fays that the Devil having no 
material body, cannot imprint with his finger — 
acharaéter upon the body of any perfon what- 
foever; and that the-infenfiblenefs alleged in 
this cafe, proves nothing, becaufe it is a mere 
efect of nature or art. He argues at large up- 
on that matter ; and having obferved that fome 
drugs being applied upon a part, make it infen- 
file, he alleges for a proof of that fact i/fues, 
opium, the white Loadftone, and moft Narcotics. He 
lays that he faw a Prieft, who having taken two 


| grains of Opium in a clyfter, became for man 
| days fo infenfible in all the parts of his body, 
that though he was pinched very hard, and 


pricked with needles, yet he felt no pain. As 
for the white Loadftone, he tells us, upon the 
credit of fome Authors, and among others, of 
Chriftopber de Gamony in his Semaine +, that a 





} The whole title of that Book runs thus: La Semaine, 


%% Creation du Monde, contre celle du Sieur du Bartas. 
YONS 1609. in 8v. | ) 
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Sword ora Knife which has touched that ftone, 
runs through the flefh without fetching a drop 
of blood, and occafioning the leaft pain to the 
wounded perfon. 

Tis pity that Surgeons, in thofe operations 
that require cutting, have not recourfe to the 
white Loadftone ; but, above all, ’tis pity that Sol- I 
diers fhould not ufe it in the war. However it @, " 
be, there is no need, in order to juftify our Av- 
thor’s opinion about the pretended Marks of the, “4 
Devil, that what he fays of the white Loadftone fl, ¢., 
fhould be true; for, as he has intimated above, 
infenfiblenefs may as well proceed from ficknefs Mi ¢ ¢, 
as from art; which is proved every day by ex- i, 
perience. « 

Yet, the contrary opinion has fo much pre-M« ¢, 
vailed, that Judges being willing to be convinced, 
whether fome perfons accufed of witchcratt, i fh 
were really guilty of it, did frequently orderf« ¢ 
that their bodies fhould be fearched, to fee whe-@, de 
ther fome infenfible parts would be found out. « yy 
(Lhere is in the firft Volume of the former Memoirs 
of Literature, drt. XLVII. 2d Edition, a curi-@, 
ous original Piece concerning two women tried for @ « C 
witchcraft, and fearched by fome Phyficians and@« ‘ 
Surgeons, who declared that they had found Sata . 
nical Marks iu thetr bodies.) 

There is in the X Chapter of the feventh Book 
of Pigreus’s t Chirurgia, &c. a very remarkable 
inftance of this fort of Searches. Perhaps they... 
Readers will not be difpleafed to find it here. 

““ The Court of Parliament, fays that Av- 
“ thar, being at Yours, appointed Meffieurs Le , 
“* Roy, Talaifeauy and Renard, the King’s Phy- | 
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{ In French Pigray. 
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« ficians, and me, to fearch fourteen perfons, 
“ both men and women, who had appealed 
from a Sentence of death, for being accufed 


4« of witchcraft. The fearch was made by us, 


«jn the prefence of two Councellors of the 


B* faid Court. We faw the report upon which 


« was grounded the Sentence of the firft Judge. 
“ J know not the capacity nor the fincerity of 
“thofe who made that report; but we found 
“ nothing of what they faid, and among other 
“ things, that certain parts about them had no 
“feeling. We fearched them very careitully, 
“ without forgetting any thing that was requi- 


B fice, ftripping them ftark naked. They were 
mB pricked in feveral places ; but they had a very 


“ quick feeling. We interrogated them upon 
“ feveral points, as melancholic perfons are in- 
“ terrogated: we found them to be only poor 
“ftupid people, difordered in their minds: 
“ fome were unconcerned at death, and others 
“ defired to die. Our advice was to give them 
“ Hellebore to purge them, rather than to pu- 
“ nifh them, being willing not to ufe the com- 
“mon method, but that of Reafon. The 
“Court acquitted them, according to our re- 
“ port”. 

It may be objected, that when Sorcerers were 
tied at La Haye-du-Puis and at Carentei, many 
infenfible places were found in their bodies, and 
among others, in the body of the Curate of 
Coignies ; which is proved by the Certificates in 
due form of thofe Phyficians and Surgeons, who 
fearched the prifoners by the order of the Judges. 
Our Author anfwers that the Curate of Coignies, 
being taken up and carried to the prifon of Cz- 


@ 'enten, juftified his innocence as to the charge of 


Magic and Sorcery ; that however at the requeft 
of 
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of the Subftitute of the King’s Attorney Gene. 
ral, the Judge ordered that Curate to be fearch. 
ed by the Phyficians, in order to find out the 
Mark of the Devil; that all the parts of his 
body were examined ; that the pretended Mark 
was fearched ; that he was pricked in many pl. 
ces with a lancet ; and that becaufe he had been 


troubled with fome ulcers in the leg, they, mind-. 


ed particularly the traces of thofe ulcers, and 
having taken a full view of them, they found a 
place deftitute of feeling ; that without any he- 
fitation it was looked upon as a Mark of the 
Devil; that the thing was proclaimed every 
where, without enquiring into the caufe of that 
infenfiblenefs ; laftly, that the poor Curate was 
condemned for Sorcery, and confequently was 
to be carried to the Place of execution, had it 
not been for an order from Court, which pre- 
vented it. ‘This is proved by the Certificate of 
the Phyfician and Surgeons, who fearched the 
Curate. Here follows a Copy of it, from the 
Original in the Regifters of Carenten. 

“* We, whofe names are underwritten, W//i- 
“am Mathieu, Sieur de Lillerot, Do€tor ot 
“ Phyfic, living in the town of Carenten, Tiv- 
°° mas Noblet, Lieutenant of the Surgeons of 
“ the faid Town, Nicolas Le Rofier, and Anto- 
“° ny de Lodei, {worn Surgeon of the faid Place, 
“ do certify that this fixteenth day of May 
“ 1607, in execution of the order of Juftice of 
“* the faid day, we have repaired to the Coun- 
“° cil-Chamber in the prefence of the Judges, 
“* we have ordered Mafter Antony Queftier, Priett 
“¢ and Curate of Coignies, to pull off his ftock- 
“* ings, and have found many red excoriations 
“¢ in feveral parts of his right leg, which have 
‘* appeared to us very fenfible, except one in 
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| © the part mentioned in the atteftation of the 
| 5, of the prefent month, into which we have 
| again thruft a lancet to the depth of a finger’s 
“ breadth, without obferving any feeling, as it 
' © is mentioned in the faid atteftation of the 5. 
| of this month. Done this faid day, and in 
| “the faid year. Signed, Mathieu, Noblet, Le 
| © Rofier, and De Lode”. 

| That excoriation was red, as well as the 
| others, and only differred from them by its want 
| of feeling, which, as it is obferved by Dr. De 
| St. Andre, was occafioned either by the reme- 
| dies applied upon, or by an effufion of fome 
| narcotic juice, or by the obftruction of fome 
' nervous fibres. 

| If the Cafes of confcience of Mr. De Sainte 
Bewve be confulted, it will appear that fuch 
| marks and fuch an infenfiblenefs can neither be 
| a proof, nor half a proof of Sorcery, and that 
| the ableft Phyficians ought to be confulted, be- 
| fore one can be fure that they are the work of 
' the Devil. 

' Though the King’s Declaration of July 1682 
| enjoyns that Sorcerers be punifhed with death, if 
| there be occafion, yet it does not fuppofe that 
| they make a Paét with the Devil, and wear his 
- Mark, nor that they really go to the Devil’s 
| Meeting, but only that they are Seducers, Im- 
- poftors, Poifoners, &c. 

| The Church has no other notion of them: 
the excommunication fhe thunders out againft 
them, is no proof of their going to the Devil’s 
Meeting: fhe fays nothing of thofe pretended 
hocturnal Affemblies. 'Thofe wretched men do 
| Mifchief; and therefore they juftly fall under 
_ the excommunication of the Church. They be- 


vé, they are true Sorcerers: they believe that 
they 
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they goto the Devil’s Meeting, and worfhip him, 
and do there the moft abominable things: they 
endeavour to make others believe it, and to bring 
them into Idolatry. Zhe Church, fays the Au- 
thor, thunders out ber Anathemas againft public 
Sinners, Heretics and Schifmatics. Much more 
ought foe to anathematize men, who muft be looked 
upon as Idolaters, and guilty of high treafon again 
God: unlefs they are mad people ; for, our Au- 
thor has told us above, that moft of thofe who 
are called Sorcerers, may be compared to thofe 
mad men, who fancy they are Kings, Popes, 
&c. He concludes this Letter with this obfer- 
vation, that moft things, that are told about 
Sorcerers and Magicians, are fictitious things. 

In the laft Letter but one, he relates the Hi- 
{tory of the Trial of Sorcerers in the Preciné 
of La Haye du-Puis. The laft Letter contains 
an account of Mary Bucaille, who made fo great 
a noife at Valogues, and in the neighbouring pla- 
ces. Here follows her Hiftory. 


Hiftory of Mary Bucaille, condemned for 
Witchcraft. 


Mary Bucaille, 2 Maid famous for her devo- 
tion, and cried up even by her ghoftly Father, 
who extolled her above all Saints, found it an 
eafy thing to draw upon herfelf the veneration 
of good people by an outward affeétation. She 
was all the talk of Viedognes and the neighbour- 
ing places. Every body looked upon her as 2 
true Saint : every body flocked to fee her, and 
recommended himfelf to her prayers. Miracles 
were quickly afcribed to her : the whole country 
talked of thofe fick people, whom fhe was re- 
ported to have cured, and of thofe immpenitent 
finners 
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fnners whom fhé had converted. It was rea 
ported that fhe fearched the hearts of men, and 
difcovered their moft fecret thoughts and atti- 


| ons; that a multitude.of Angels attended upon 


her, gave her notice of every thing that happen- 


| ed or was faid abroad, carried her whither fhe 


had a mind to go, and made her appear at the 


| fame time in different places, when her prefence 
wasneceflary, either to perform charitable works, 
| or to give new inftanees of her piety, or to 
| execute fome orders from Heaven. It was faid 
 thatGod, being moved with the piety, love and 


charity.of that holy Maid; had granted her the 
greateft favour that ever he granted to the 
sreateft Saints, except St. Francis of Affifi, and 
§t.Catherine of Stena: He imprinted upon her 
body the Stzgmata of the Paffion; and by a {pes 
cial favour, never beftowed upon the others, he 
renewed thofe Stigmata every Friday in memory 
of his fufferings upon the Crofs. 

Mary Bucaille, who was willing to bé accounts 


edthe humbleft of alt creatures, pretends to de- 


ire nothing but what may humble her more and 
more in the fight of men: fhe intreats the Lord 
to give her fome matter of mortification. God, 


| ys fhe, hears her prayer, and fends a company 
} of Devils to torment and perfecnte her. She 


beleeches him to continue thofe ftrange trials, 
and to enable her to bear them. ca 1 

The ghoftly Father of Mary Bicaille had a 
hand in thé cheat, and uféd all means to prevent” 
fom being difcovered; but at laft the impo- 
fture was found out. Dr. De St. Andre does 
not fay how; and confequently omits one of the 
noft curious circumftances. Mary Bucaille did 
Not enjoy long the pleafure of impofing upon 
the Public, Her ghoftly Father, feeing her 
SEPTEMBER 1725. M cote 
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conviéted, and being afraid of having the fame 
fate as Gaufredy *, lett his Convent, and re. 
tired into a remote place, where a foreign 
Power fecured him from death to which he was 
fentenced. At laft, Mary Bucaille, who had 
been accounted a Saint till then, was fufpected 
of Magic and Witchcraft. She is accufed of 
having made a Pact with the Devil: fhe is ap. 
prehended and committed to prifon at Valognes: 
fhe is tried for a Witch, and condemned to 
death. She appeals from that fentence ; and 
upon that appeal, the Court of Parliament ni- 
ftrufting the firft Judgment, proceeded with 
great circumfpection, and perceiving that there 
was nothing that deferved death, they reformed 
the Sentence, and commuted the punifhment of 
death into that of being whipt and banifhed. 
All Judges before whom the like Caufes ar 
brought, fhould follow that example, {ays 
Dr. De St. Andre, and not confound impiety 
with Magic and Witchcraft. _ | 
Afterwards he gives an hiftorical Aecount of 
Charlotte Le Vavaffeur, furnamed La Diabiefft, 
and concludes with it. We fhall not infert it 
here: “tis time to put an end to this Extract. 


It appears by this Article, that there was 
time when Phyficians and Surgeons were as creie 
lous in point of Witchcraft, as the Fudges aud the 


niles 








* That the Readers may underftand this paffage, I ro 
obferve that Lewis Gaufredy, a Prieft of Marfeilles, /4) 
with Nuns under pretence off hearing their confeffion. Be 
ing, accufed of Sorcery, he was condemned the 30. of Apri 
1611. to be burnt, by a Sentence of the Parliament of AX 
iw Provence. See Gramond, Hiftor. Galliz, Lib. ! 
pag. 22. Amftel. 1653. iv 8v2. 
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Clergy. They gravely fearched all the parts of the 
| body of a Witch, without any exceptions and pre- 
| tended to difcover the Mark of the Devil. Things 
| are now very much altered in that refpett. Lhe 
| improvement of Phyfic, and the fiudy of Nature, 
| have driven away thofe dangerous fooleries. All 
our ‘Fudges, all our Phyficians and Surgeons, are 
| (enfible of the old error, and perhaps all our Cler- 
ig. If! feem to make a {mall exception as to the 
| Clergy, *tts becaufe Jane Wenham was fome years 
| ago profecuted by two Ecclefiaftics. It 1s not enough 
| forus to bave the Bible: we mut think: we muft 
| caltivate our Reafon : or elfe, notwithfanding the 
| Bible, we foall frequently entertain very ftrange 
| opinions : we foali believe that the Devil conver- 
| {es familiarly with an old Woman in the fhape 


ofaCat. Lhe holy Scripture tells us over and over 


that we muft think. 


I have left out an infignificant paffage of Dr. De 


ot Andre, reflected upon by the Paris-fournalifts 
| for its obfcurity. 





ARTICLE XXI. 


A LETTE R of Father Pouget to the Ab- 
bot D’Olivet about the Converfion of 
Mr. De la Fontaine. (This Letter bas 


been printed in the Bibliotheque Fran- 
corte.) 


M 2 SIR, 
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SIR; | th 


ov defire me to give you a particular ac. I to 

count of the Converfion of the celebrated I , | 
Mr. De /a Fontatiie, who made a general con. & yj 
feffion of his fins to me, and received from my [& to 
hands the holy Viaticum in the year 1693. The I fi 
facts are as frefh in my memory, as if the thing & jn 
had happened within thefe few days; and I am & yi 
not forry that an occafion fhould offer to make & hi: 
them public. Iam going to give you an exat J by 
relation of that affair ; and you will fee at the HF me 
fame time one of the fineft actions that the Dav 
phin, then called Duke of Burgundy, ever did, 
whilft he was a child; an aétion known to few 
people. The Author of the Life of that Prince 
would have inferted it in his Book, if he had 
been acquainted with it. 

About the middle of December 1692, Mr. Ds 
Ja Fontaine, who lived in the Parifh of St. Rab 
at Paris, fell dangeroufly fick in the 72 year o 
his life. I had then been fix weeks Vicar o 
that Parifh, being only 26 years of age ; and 
had taken the degree of Doétor of the Sorbon 
fix months before. I had never yet attended, 
nor heard the confeffion of any fick perfon. The 
Curate (or Reétor) of St.Roch’s being informe 
of that ficknefs, defired me to go and ie 
Mr. De Ja Fontaine, and to afford him the aflif 
ance of my miniftry. I did whatever I coul 
to be difpenfed with it, reprefenting that I ws 
too young for a man of that age, who, belidey 
having not obferved the rules of Chriftianitls 
and heing very well known by fome Works {ca 
dalous and pernicious to young people, ftood m 
need of a better and more experienced re 
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chan I was.’ The Curate of St. Roch’s would 
 abfolutely have me go to him. I obeyed. I 
took along with me a common friend, who was 
aman of great parts, and intimately acquainted 
with Mr. De /a Fontaine ; for I was unwilling 
to appear at firft as a Paftor, but rather as a 
fiend, who came to enquire about his health, 
-® in my father’s name, whom Mr. De Ja Fontaine 
. F vifited fometimes. I defired my friend to tell 
» him that I was Vicar of the Parifh ; that I might 
tH by degrees difcourfe with him about God and 
2B ine falvation of his foul. 
| That firft vifit lafted two hours. After the 
) # wual compliments, I brought infenfibly the con- 
4 /™ verfation upon religious matters. Mr. De Ja 
¢ ME Puitaine raifed many objections againft me. I 
d had faid that a man of fenfe, who was willing to 
examine things ferioufly, could not but acknow- 
¢ @ ledge the truth of the Chriftian Religion, and 
() @ confequently that it was a folly to live, as moft 
ot people did, quite contrary to their profeffed be- 
OM lie This I fupported with all the arguments 
LL that offered themfelves to my mind. Mr. De /a 
00 HE Foutatney who was a very ingenuous and plain 
ed; J man, told me then with a pleafant fimplicity: J 
he BR beve of late betaken myfelf to read the New Te- 
ned I foment : I affure you that it is a very good Book: 


le 5, Faith, *tis a good Book ; but there is an Ar- 
. cle that perplemes me: I mean everlafting punifh- 
NU 


wents: I don’t apprebend, {aid he, how the eter- 
WS BB tity of future punifloments can agree with the good- 
u/s of God. I anfwered that it was not necef- 

Ys he fhould apprehend it: that there are 
things more incomprehenfible, which he was 
tbliged to believe ; that generally all myfteries 
a incomprehenfible; that ’tis fufficient to ex- 
‘imine the truth of Revelation, and when we are 
| M 3 dure 
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fure that God fpoke, humane Reafon muft be 
filent, and fubmit to the Word of God; and 
then it would be an eafy thing to fhow him tha 
the eternity of future punifhments is grounded 
upon Reaion. I explained to him at large the 
principles of St. Auftin, and other Fathers or 
Divines on that fubjeét. I was very ready upon 
thofe matters, having lately left the {chools of 
Sorbon, in which they are very much debated. 
After many replies of Mr. De /a Fontatne, to 
which I anfwered, he had nothing more to fay, 
and yielded. | 

I put an end to the converfation : we parted, 
being very well pleafed one with another. He 
defired me to come again. I promifed to fee 
him every day during his ficknefs. When | 
went away, he told my friend, who ftaid there 


after me, according to our agreement, that he | 
3 > 3 


was very well pleafed with our converfation ; thi 
he had ftill other difficulties about which he 
would difcourfe with me; and if ever he re- 
folved to contefs his fins, he would have no 
other Confeffor but me. 

I went to him again on the fame day in the 
afternoon. We difcourfed a confiderable time 
in private; and our converfation ran upon the 
proofs of the truth of the Chriftian Religion 
Mr. De /a Fontaine had never been a perfect Un 
believer; but, as every body knows, he had nt 
ver made Religion his chief bufinefs. He was? 
man of a wandering mind; his thoughts hi 
{eldom any connexion; he had fometimes very 
agreeable flights; at other times he feemed © 
have little wit: he did not trouble himfelf wit! 
any thing, and took nothing to heart. Hi 
ficknefs enabled him to make ferious reflexio" 
J perceived in him, during all that time, a ie 
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deal of fenfe. He acknowledged what was true, 
and yielded to it : he did not pretend to cavil: 
he appeared to me to act with uprightnefs and 
fincerity; and he told me that if he refolved to 
confefs his fins, I fhould fee he would do it as 
well as he could, without hypocrify. I always 
exhorted him, after I had treated fpeculative 


| matters of Religion, to recolleét himfelf, to 
| implore the affiftance of God, to truft in his 


mercy, and to confider that his age and his ill- 


| nefs did not allow him to hope for a much lon- 
ger life. At laft, after feveral converfations 
| which I had with him twice every day in pri- 
| vate, for the {pace of ten or twelve days, he 
' told me that he was convinced of the truth of 
every thing I had faid till then ; that he would 


ferioufly think of living and dying like a Chri- 


| ftian ; that he could no longer refift the impulfe 
| of Grace; that he faw, he muft make a ge- 


neral confeffion ; but it was a thing that perplex- 
ed him prodigioufly ; that it was no {mall bufi- 
nels to give an account of a life of 72 years; 
that the more he thought of it, the more he 
was confounded, and knew not how to extricate 


himfelf I comforted him, I encouraged him, 
| [told him that God did not require what is im- 


pofible; that it was never too late to return to 
him, when it was done fincerely ; that in the 
Parable of the Gofpel, thofe who had been called 
at the eleventh hour of ‘the day, to work in the 
Vineyard, were rewarded by the Houfe-holder, 
like thofe who had been called at the firft hour ; 


| that God required the heart ; that God himfelf 


would help him to make a good confeffion ; that 
his Confeffor would very much eafe him by ask- 
ing him feveral queftions about each ftage of his 
*, concerning the commandments of God and 

| M 4 | the 
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the Church, the different fins one may have 
committed, the general and particular duties of 
Chriftianity, the different: places, employment; 
and conjunctures he happened to be in, and the 
different acquaintances he might have had; ing 
word, that things would be made very ealy to 
him, and he would conclude that important af 
fair to his fatistaction. : | 

I did whatever I could to perfuade him to 
take another Confeffor, excufing my felf on ac. 
count of my youth, and alleging my want of 
experience, offering however to vifit him ftil, 
and to help him with my advice. He would 
neyer confent to that propofal, and told m 
that fince Providence had direéted me ‘to him, 
and God had made ufe of my miniftry to con 
vince his mind and move his heart, he defireé 
me not to foriake him, and to perform toward 
him the functions of a Paftor to the very end. 
1 thought it my duty to comply with his defire; 
byt I told him that before we entered upon thit 
matter, it was neceflary we fhould agree about 
two things. : , 

The firit concerned his infamous Book of 
Tales, a moft licentious and pernicious Book, 
which had been printed a great many times, 
and, as-he himfelf had informed me, was agail 
in the Prefs in- Holland with his knowledge; 3 


Book, which, as long jas the French languag? | 


is underftood, will pervert the morals of th 
Readers, the more becaufe it is read with plex 
fure for the ingenuity of the ftyle, and for the 
things themielves, which raife one’s curiolity 
by their very corruption. 

-Ttold him that he muft do two things in 1 
Jation.to ‘that: Work, without which the Mir 
dters of the Church could not with a good com 
¥ | {cienct 
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fjience admit him to the participation of the 
sacraments. One was that he muft make a fore 
of public fatisfaction and Amende honourable be- 
fore the holy Sacrament, if he was obliged to 
feceive it during his ficknefs ; or fuppofing he 
fhould recover, in the Affembly of the French 
Academy, the firft time he fhould go to it ; to 
exprefs his forrow for having compofed fuch a 
Book, and ask God and the Church pardon for 
i, The other was that he muft promife pub- 
lickly and fincerely never to contribute to the 
reimpreffion or fale of that Book, never to re- 
ceive any money for it, and, if God reftored his 
health, to {pend the remaining part of his days 
in exercifes of a penitent and pious life ; laftly, 
never to ufe his talent for Poetry, but in order 
to write pious Books. 

Mr. De da Fontaine could hardly refolve to 
make fuch a public fatisfaétion. He could not 
conceive that his Book of Zales fhould be fuch a 
pernicious work, though he did not look upon 
it asa blamelefs Book, and did not pretend to 


jutify it. He protefted that this Book had ne- 
| ver made an ill impreffion upon him, when he 


writ it, and he could not apprehend that it fhould 
be fo dangerous. ‘Thofe who were beft acquaint- 
edwith Mr. De Ja Fontaine, will eafily acknow- 


ledge that he did not tell a lie, when he fpoke 


in that manner, though it may appear never fo 
dificult to believe fuch a thing of a man of parts, 
and who knew the world. Mr. De Ja Fontaine 


_ Was a fincere and plain man, who upon a thou- 


fand things thought differently from others. At 
lft, I made him fenfible of the venom of that 

famous Work, How pernicious it was, and 
confequently what a great crime he had com- 
mitted in writing it, and what a ‘fcandal the had 
a SME OCCa» 
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occafioned to the Church by making it public, 
Then he eafily refolved upon the fatisfaétion 
above mentioned, and promifed to do whatever 
I fhould prefcribe to him upon that head. 

The fecond thing of which I defired to be 
informed by him, was that I had been told by 
many of his friends, that he had lately writ a 
Play, which was applauded by all thofe who 
had read it; and that he defigned to have it 
acted. I told him that the profeffion of Come. 
dians was an infamous profeffion according to 
the laws of France ; that they could not be ad- 
mitted to the Sacraments of the Church, unlefs 
they renounced that proteffion ; and confequent- 
ly that it was not lawful to encourage them; in 
2 word, that I could not hear his confeffion and 
abfolve him, unlefs he fincerely promifed not to 
give that Piece to the Stage-players. My deci- 
fion appeared to him fevere, and he appeaied to 
Divines more experienced than I was. I told 
him, I was very well pleafed that he would con- 
fult fome other perfons, provided he would ap- 
ply himfelf to men well skilled in Morals. He 
made his application to the Sorbo, and confult- 
ed among others Dr. Pézrot, who had been Pro- 
feffor of Sorbon, and died fome years ago, be- 
ing Chancellor of the Church and Univerfity of 
Paris. The anfwer of Dr. Pirot and the other 
Doctors was perfectly like mine. He was told 
that I had {poke to him with uprightnefs, and 
without any exaggeration. He was then fatil- 
fed, and threw his Play into the fire without 
keeping a copy of it; fo that it was never 
acted. 

Thofe two Articles being agreed upon, he 
ferioufly prepared himfelf for a general Confel- 


fion. His head was very free, and therefore he 
{pent 
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fpent all the time neceflary to do that important 
aétion, which lafted long ; for, a lite of 72 years 
was to be very particularly examined. I am al- 
lowed to fay that he conteffed his fins with great 
piety and compunction. 

His illnefs encreafing afterwards, the Phyfi- 
cians were of opinion that it was time to give 
him the Holy Veatecum. A day was appointed 
for it; and I agreed with him that he fhould de- 
fre the Gentlemen of the Freuch Academy to 
fend their Deputies, to be witneffes of that 
ation. ‘The thing was executed the 12. of Fe- 
bruary 1693, which was the firft Thurfday of 
Lent, on which day the Church reads the Go- 
fpel of the Woman of Cavaan. 'The Curate of 
St, Roch’s told me on the Eve, that he himfelf 
would carry the Holy Viaticum to Mr. De la Fou- 
taine. ‘The next day, at ten a clock in the 
morning, he was informed that the Deputies of 
the Academy were at Church, waiting for the 
Holy Sacrament to attend it. ‘The Curate fent 
for me, and told me that an unforefeen bufinefs 
did not allow him to go, and that he defired me 
to carry the Holy Sacrament. I did fo, 

When the Holy Sacrament. came into the 
chamber of the fick perfon, who fat upon an el- 
bow-chair, it was immediately full of people ; 
for, the report of that affair was fpread all over 
the Town, and many perfons of quality, and 
others eminent for their wit, followed the Aca- 
demicians, defiring to be witneffes of that fpe- 
Ctacle, 

I placed the Holy Sacrament upon the Table: 
I read the prayers prefcribed by the Ritual ; and 
then I went up to My. De Ja Fontaine, in order 
to make a fhort exhortation to him, according 

2 to 
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to cuftom. He prevented me, and {poke thefe 
very words. 


Sir, I have defived the Gentlemen of the French 
Academy, of which I have the honour to be a Mem- 
ber, to appear bere by thetr Deputies, in order to 
be witueffes of the altion I am going to perform, 
It is but too well known, that I have bad the mif- 
fortune to write a Book of infamous Zales. When 
I compofed it, I knew not that it was fuch a per- 
sictous Work as zt ts. I have been undeceived 
about it, aud I own that it is an abominable Book. 
T am very forry that I have writ and publifbed it. 
I beg pardon for it of God, of the Church, of yon, 
Sir, ber Minifter, of you, Gentlemen of the Aca- 
demy, and of all thofe who ave bere prefent. I 
aifo that Work had never been written by me, and 
that it were in my power to fuppre/s it entirely. I 
do folemnly prowife in the prefence of my God, whom 
I fhall have the boucur to receive now, though un 
worthy of it, that I will never promote its fale, 
nor its impreffion. I do attually and for ever re 
nounce the profit accruing to me from a new Edition, 
reviled by me, which is now printing in Holland 
with my confent. If God reftores my health, I 
bope be will enable me to maintain the public pro- 
teftation which I am now making ; and EF ai ree 
folved to [pend the remaining part of my life in the 
exercife of penitence, as far as my bodily firength 
will allow of it, andto ufe my taleut for Poetry to 
no other purpofe but to write pious works. J bee 
feech you, Gentlemen, Cfaid he, directing his 
Speech to the Deputies of the Academy) to give 
the Academy an account of every thing you are 
witnelfes of. 


Then 
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Then I fpoke in the following manner. Siz, 
what you bave been juft now doing, is a neceffary 


fatisfactioiy which the Church bas required from 


you, that foe might admit you to the pavticipation 
of the Sacraments. By that fatisfattion you do 
not repair all the mijchief your infamous Book bas 
dove, and will do in the {ubfequent Ages. Never 
thele(s the Church is contented with it, becaufe it is 
wt in your power to do more, aud becaufe being 
direéted by the Spirit of God, fhe does uot require 
what is impoffible. You will doubtle[s grieve all 
the time of your life, that it is not in your power 
to fuppre/s entirely [uch a detefiable Book, di/per- 
fed every where. This thought muft produce in 
your mind a profound humiliation, at the fight of 
the crimes that fhall be committed by the reading 
of fuch a Book, whilft the French language is un- 
derfood. Lhe Church upon this day offers you a 
model, that may produce [uch fentiments in you. 
We have read at the boly Sacrifice of the Ma/s the 
Gofpel of the Woman of Canaan. She deferved 
the praifes of “fefus-Chrift for her great humiliation, 


| Chrift feemed at firft to rejett her, that ber faith 
| might foine with a greater lufire. The more Chrift 
| feemed to ufe ber hardly, the move foe humbled 
| berfelf; and at laft foe obtained what fhe defired. 


Sir, this is the model you ought to imitate at this 


moment, and the remainining part of your life. 
Look upon yourfelf as being unworthy of God’s 
| mercy. Humble yourfelf in the prefence of your 
| Saviour whom you are going to receive from my 


band. Stir up all your faith. That faith will be- 
fet truft ; and the greater it is, the more you will 
be fenfible of the goodue(s of Chrift, who [ays that 
¢ ts come to fave finners, and not the Righteous, 
aid to bring the loft foeep into the foeep-fold. Be 
mrved with a lively compunttion at the fight of 
thofe 
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thofe fins by which you have difbonoured the God 
you are going to receive. If you are truly penitent, 
and rvefolved to fulfil the folemn promifes you bave 
juft now made in bis prefence, be will forget al 
your fins, and give up bimfelf to yott, as to a friend, 
to beftow plentifully bis grace aud mercy upon yon, 


{ defired all the Spectators to pray for the fick 
perfon, who received the Holy Viaticuim witha 
profound humiliation, and a great fenfe of 

jety. 

‘ About four a clock in the afternoon, Mr. Dz 
Ja Fontaine fent for me in great hafte: I thought 
he was worfe. I ran to him. He embraced 
me with an extraordinary joy, and told me that 
he would impart to me a very agreeable piece of 
news; that a Gentleman was juft gone from 
him, fent by Monfeigneur the Duke of Burgun- 
dy, to enquire about his health, and to bring 
him from that Prince a Purfe of fifty Loués dor. 
That Gentleman was ordered to tell him, that 
the Prince was very well pleafed to hear what 
he had done that morning ; that it was a very 
glorious thing before God and men ; that the 
Prince thought it was not reafonable, he fhould 
be poorer for having done his duty; and that 
fince he was refolved not to take the money 
which the Dutch Bookfeller was to give him for 
his Book, the Prince fent him fifty Louis d'or, 
which was all that he had then from the King 
for his pocket-money of the prefent month; 
#that if he could have fent him more, he would 
have done it with greater fatisfaction. 

The Duke of Burgundy was then only in his 
twelfth year ; and I was certainly informed that 
he had done that noble aétion of himfelf, and 
without being prompted to it by any body. - 
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The report of what had been done in the 


} morning at Mr. De /a Fontaine’s, went quickly 
| about every where: it was thought he would not 
recover from that illnefs. Nay, fome reported 
that he was dead ; which occafioned this Epi-« 
gram of the Poet Linieres. 


Fe ne jugerat de ma vie 

Dun homme, avant qwil foit éteint. 
Peliffon eft mort eu Impie, 

Et La Fontaine comme un Saint. 


(That is, I foail never judge of a Man, before 
be goes to the grave. Peliflon dies like an impie 
ws many and La Fontaine /ike a Saint.) ) 


Thofe two facts were falfe. °Tis true that 
Mr. Peliffon was lately dead, and that being pre- 


vented by the violence of his illnefs, he died 
| without receiving the Sacraments; becaufe ha- 
| Ving put it off till the next day, he departed 
| this life before that day. But it does not follow 
| from thence that he died like an impious man. 
Such a misfortune happens every day to the beft 
| Chriftians; and the beft men may be furprifed 


by death. 

As for Mr. De /a Fontaine, he did not die of 
that difeafe: he lived two years longer. He 
kept his word. ‘The firft time he was able to 
§0 to the Academy, he renewed the proteftation 
he had made, before he received the Holy Via- 
cum ; and he read to that Affembly a Para- 
phrafe in French Verfe upon Dies ira, &c. 
Which he had compofed to think of death and 
of God’s judgments. 

Such a glorious Converfion of a Man fo well 

wn had a great effect upon many ingenious 
tions. I knew many of them; and among 

others 
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others I can name two, who are well knovn, 
and whom I had the fatista¢tion to attend a 
their death. The firft is the Abbot Zal/emanr, 
tranflator of Plutarch’s Lives, one of the forty 
Members of the French Academy, who {oon 
afte? made his general Confeffion to me, recei- 
ved all the Sacraments from my hands, and died 
in my arms with a great fenfe of piety. The 
other is Madam Des Houlieres, celebrated for 
her French Poetry, and eminent for her good 
qualities. She was affected with a lingring dit 
eafe, at the very fame time that Mr. De /a Foi. 
taine was fick. Hearing what he had done, the 
fent for me to order the affairs of her contci- 
ence; which fhe did with great exactneis and 
piety. I received her general Conteffion, which 
fhe made without any precipitation during thé 
courfe of a long ficknefs. ‘The Curate of &t. 
Roch’s adminiftred to her the Holy Viatzcum. | 
gave her the Extreme-Unttion, and received 
her laft breath. 

As for Mr. De /a Fontaine, he quickly remo- 
ved to the late Madam D’Hervart’s, in St. Eu 
ftache’s Parifh, My Father, who lived in St. 
Roch’s Parifh, dying foon after, I left the Of 
fice of Vicar of that Parifh, and went into a Pro- 
vince, from whence I returned to Paris three 
years after, to be admitted into the Oratory. Be- 
ing in that Province, I was informed by the G: 
gette of the death of Mr. De Ja Fontaine, which 
happened the 13 of April 1695. And upon 
my return to Paris, many perfons told me that 
in my abfence he lived and died like a good 
Chriftian ; and that after his death, many In- 
ftruments of penitence were found in his lodg- 
ings. I prefcribed none to him, becaufe I did 
not think it proper, confidering his great 25° 
and his bodily infirmities. This; 
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» Paris, Jan. 22. 


This is, Sir, all that I can tell you about that 
fair. This Letter may be made public. I am 


very glad, I have had an opportunity of writing 
| afmall Hiftory, which may be of fome edifica- 
! tion to the Church, and afford fome inftruétion 
| to the Faithful ; and I am well pleafed it gives 
» me an occafion to affure you that I am witha 
true refpect, 


Srp, 
Your moft humble and moft 


obedient Servant 
1717. 
Povucer, Prieft of the Oratory. 


Father Pouget, Author of the Catechifm of 


: Montpellier, was Do¢tor of the Sorbon, Abbot 
of Chambon. He died at Paris, in the Seminas 
ry of St: Magloire, in Auguft 1723. 


There never was a Poet, who received the Holy 
Sicrament with. fo much pomp and ceremony, as La 
Fontaine did. Had it not been better for bim ne- 


| ver to write bis Tales, than to grieve fo much up- 


ii that account at the age of 2 years? He was 
avery fincere man. A Lady (as I have obferved 
jmewhere elfe) ufed to fay of him, that be never 
ld a lie in Profe. It appears from this Article, 
that fome perfons may eafily be converted, when 


they begin to fink under the weight of years. A’ 


jung Vicar did in few days what Mr. De \a Fone 
‘ane bimfelf could not do, during the long courfe 
if bis life. | 


SePTEMBER 1425. N 
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ARTICLE XXIV. W 

ff 

A LETTER of Father Le Courayer to & tt 
thofe Paris-Fefuits, who publifh the Me & ™ 
moirs of Trevoux. r 
This Letter has been inferted in the Bibliotheque Francoif. : 
dn 

Reverend Fathers, rr 


I WILt apply my felf to no body elfe but to bi 
you, in order to complain of your fufpic- # “ 
ons, and demand juftice tor it. Was it not 
enough for your fatisfaétion to traduce me in i ™ 
your Journal of November (p. 2257.) as oie if bef 
thofe Recoucilers in point of Religion, who have a 





reajon for every thing, and frop at nothing, with jut 
out beginning again in that of December —% ™ 
(p. 2396.) to bring my Religion in queftion, and He" 
to publifh without ground that I bave taken ups tnd 
oylelf the direétion of the Bibliotheque Francoie! HA" 
Tis true, Fathers, that you do not name me; ay 


and I fhould never have known myfelf in the 
character you give of the Authors of that Work, 
if one of you had not told fome perfons from , , 
whom I had it, that I was the man pointed out 4 
dn the Journal. But it is more eafy to accule a my 
innocent perfon than to convict him; and you! 
teftimony is not always a conviction for the Conty 
Public: non facthe de zinocente erimen fingitur. 


Indeed, 
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Indeed, I know not upon what appearances 
you could ground fuch fufpicions. For, what 
is certain, and what I can affirm upon oath, is 


| that I never had a hand in that Bzbliotheque ; 
| that L have afforded neither extracts, nor news ; 
| that it contains no Memoirs either of my own 
writing, or conveyed by my means; that far 
} from taking upon me the direction of it, nei- 
| ther the project, nor the execution was com- 
/ municated to me; that two Volumes were al- 
} ready come out, before I knew any thing of it ; 


and that I know nothing of the Authors of that 


| Work, but what we find in the fecond Volume 
| pag. 319. where Mr. Camufat declares, that Le 


does not deny that he bas had a hand in that Four- 


al, but that it is far from being all written by 


bim. I know not who are the others ; but ’tis 


; certain I am none of them. 


This is, Fathers, a very formal proteftation, 
and fuch as might be fufficient to remove the 
bet grounded accufation. And yet, I fear it 
will not appear to you ftrong enough for my 


futification. The misfortune I had to attack 


oe of your Authors in my Differtation con- 
ceming the Englifh Ordinations, moves you to 
ind me guilty ; and I am afraid that truth will 
not be fufficient to remove a prejudice, which 
may feem to you very proper to revenge your- 


lelves ; for, alas ! 


Depuis * le jour fatal, 
un libraire imprimant les effais de ma plume, 
Denna pour mon malbeur un trop heureux volume, 
Mjours depuis ce temps, en proye aux fots difcours, 
Cntre euse la verité ww eft un foible fecours. 


““eenecmees, 
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* Def. Ep. 6. 
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In vain. does the public voice declare for me, 
and pay homage to truth hitherto buried under 
fables. In vain do I find the juftification of my 
Work in the approbation of the moft intelli- 
gent men of France: this is not enough for 
you to juftity my Faith ; and, if you are to be 
believed, Iam a fufpicious man in point of Re. 
ligion, becaufe I have confuted two difficulties, 
which would not have perplexed the leaft Di. 
vine. Is it poflible, Fathers, that a man cannot 
attack you, or defend himfelf, without bringing 
his Faith into fufpicion; and muft one never 
appear before you, but with a confeffion of his 
belief in his hands ? 

But if the pretended direction of the 
Biliotheque Francoife is the only guilt you hy 
upon me, tis juft you fhould give me fatisfaction, 
I leave it to the Authors of that Journal to jutti- 
fy themfelves as well as they can; and I don't 
concern myfelf in the complaints you make 
againft them. The Public thinks as well as you, 
that they affect too much to {peak of you and 
to write againft you. But, Fathers, the right 
way of defending yourfelves is not to load them 
with injurious words, or to blacken their Reli- 
gion: the world will be no longer impofed up 
on by fuch a proceeding ; and every body {2s 
that a man may know his Religion and be a very 
good Catholic, without making himfelf your 
Difciple, and thinking as you do. And there 
fore, if you defire to make their attacks infig- 
nificant, and to have the Laughers on your fide, 
difcover their faults, if you can, and make é 
good ufe of their cenfures. This will be a right 
way of revenging yourfelves; and the Publi 
will acknowledge your moderation or your doc 


lity. 
J As 
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As for me, Reverend Fathers, I never loved 


| Libels; and you may for the time to come be 
ey in that refpect. If ever you fhould give 
| me occafion to attack your Memozrs, I would do 


it openly, but with a due regard to a Society, 


' many Members whereof I have an efteem for; 
and the great intereit and impetuofity of the 
| others would force me to ufe cautioufly thofe 
for whom I fhould have no efteem, in order to 


fecure myfelf from odious imputations. Perhaps 


| I might have deferved your gratitude, if you 


knew how conftantly I have retufed to be con- 


cemed in fome projects drawn up with a defign 


not to fpare you in the leaft. If I make fuch a 


| declaration, it is not to extol it to you; but it 
| concerns your reputation and my repofe that I 


hould be no longer expofed to your fufpicions, 


aid that you @o me juftice, if you will do me 


no favour. 

{expect that juftice from your equity and 
Religion ; and I hope that by a folemn difown- 
ing of your fufpicions, you will take off the im- 
preffions you have endeavoured to make againft 
ne. If you deny me that favour, you will not take 


‘tillthat I proclaim to all France that I am ca- 


lumniated, and that you are the perfons I have 
realon to complain of. I rather with you would 
piv@ me an opportunity of expreffing to you my 
cknowledgment, and of affuring you that no 


“Me can be with more confideration and refpeét, 


/ 


Reverend Fathers, 


Your moft humble and moft 


p ce te 
wi Febr. 23, obedient fervant 


1724. 
Le CouRAYER. 
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The Church of England being in fome mealwe 
concerned in the quarrel of Father Le Courayey 
with fome Paris-fefuits, I thought this Piece 
would not be unacceptable to the Readers, and par. 
ticularly to our Divines. The fame reafon moves 
me to infert bere a fecond Letter of the fame Fy. 
ther. It is frill more curious than the firp. | 
take it alfo from the Bibliotheque Francoife. 
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ARTICLE XXV. 


A SECOND Letter of Father Le Cov- 
rayer to thofe Fefuits, who publifh the 


Memoirs of Trevoux. 


Reverend Fathers, 


FLATTERED myfelf that you would fave 

] me the trouble of making new complaints 
againft you; but after having falfely afcribedt 
me a work of which Iam not the Author, th 
only thing that remained for you, to fhow hov 
you are affected towards me, was to give an Ex 
tract of my Book, as unfaithful and violent s 
that which you have newly publifhed in you! 
Journal. Every line brings into my thought 
{ome of thofe ftrokes with which Mr. De“ 
Motbe has fo nicely drawn up the character ¢ 
fome Authors in his Reflexions upon Criticif. 
“* Mojt of them (fays that judicious Writer) 
** aim only in difputing at the frivolous hono! 
*° of getting the victory at any rate. As lot 
2 a 
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« as they have advanced an opinion, they can 
« never own that it is falle: nay, they would 
“think themfelves difhonoured, fhould they 
« abate any thing of it; and partly out of de- 
s Jufion, partly out of unfairnefs, they ufe all 
« forts of means to defend it. ‘The more they 
“are ftruck by the oppofite arguments, the 
“ more they grow angry; and confirming their 
“ flaggering prejudices as well as they can, they 
“have recourfe to fubtilties, haughtinefs and 
“ even injurious words, when rea{on is againft 
“them. Rather than not triumph, they form 
“to themfelves chimeras, and attack them: 
“they impute to their Adverfary what he did 
“not fay ; nay, fometimes for their laft fhift, 
“not being able to difcredit reafons, they en- 
“ deavour to difcredit the Author who alleges 


| “them; which is, properly fpeaking, nothing 


“ elfe but revenging onefelf bafely tor being in 
“the wrong ”’. 

If I condemn, as he does, that character of 
bad Critics, I do not condemn Criticifim itfelf 
Inever took it ill that thofe who fhould not be 


| convinced by my reafons, fhould think otherwife 


than I do about the Ordinations of England. 
Many fincere friends, whom I have ftill among 
the defenders of the opinion I oppofe, may bear 
witnefs to me that I have not expreffed any dif- 
like of being contradi€ted. Nay, I have defired 
to clear the truth ; and I have been no more 
raid of your cenfure, than fond of your praifes. 
But it feems to me, Reverend Fathers, that it 
did not become your character, nor your pro- 
feffion to give us a defamatory Libel for an Ex- 
tract ; and if I have not fo well deferved of you, 
‘Sto require that you fhould obferve fome rules 
of civility towards me ; you fhould at leaft have 

| N 4 taken 
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taken care to bring no difhonour upon yourfelves 
by the paffion, ignorance and untairnefs, which 
characterize your Satyr *. 

Tis true, that thofe who read your Memoir, 
do always expect to find in them prepoffeffion 
and partiality. The Public bas been fenfible of it 
Jong ago, Clays the Author of the Béblrothegue } 
Germanique ;) Lut the patience of the Public ba; 
not been able yet to infpire you with more equity 
and moderation. You had at leaft the skill of 
concealing your paflion under a feducing ftyle; 
and thofe Readers who condemned your malig. 
nity, found in your cenfures fomething which 
did honour to your wit. Here, on the contrary, 
every thing is proper to make you afhamed in the 
fight of the Public. There ts in your Extrat 
neither ftyle, nor decency, nor Theology, nor 
fair dealing. Confidence fupplies the want o 
proofs: anger appears inftead of zeal, a {welling 
{tyle inftead of eloquence, obfcurity inftead ot 
erudition: every thing is curtailed, falfified, fu 
pofed in a grofs and moft unworthy manner. 


Finxiffe 4 juvabit 
Multa, ubi vera tibi defunt que opponere poffs. 


Truths are transformed into errors, opinions it 
to doctrines, a wife freedom into licentioufnel 
I am arraigned for the moft common and met 
approved fentiments. Difficulties are exagger 
ted, and all my anfwers fuppreffed: confequet 


ae 





= 


* Stultitie, mibi crede, tue ultima pars eff 
a e ~ 
snvigue fatyram tributffe. Sect. {at. 3. 
7 Tom. 3. pag. 193. 
4 Sect. fat. 1. 
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eesare drawn, that have no connexion with my 
principles. ‘To fupply the want of true facts, 
fife ones are invented : dangerous intentions are 
cribed to me: I am almoft a Heretic of the 
frft clafs, becaufe I refufe blindly to follow the 
fbles and vifions of fome Schoolmen ; and to 
omit nothing that can make me odious, I am 
continually fet in oppofition againft the Church, 
for the purity and peace of which I have always 
fighed, and for which I am ready to fhed my 
blood to the very laft drop. 

It does not become me to enter the Lifts with 
fuch Adverfaries. A good man fhould never 
difpute but out of a defire of being better in- 
formed, or in hopes of being ufeful to others. 
And indeed what can one expect from men who, 
like you, endeavour only to perplex truth, who 
sre afraid of it, who leave nothing unattempted 
to make one lofe the fight of it, who give an 
hyperbole for a reafon, an exclamation for a 
proof, an imagination for a truth, a {mall pro- 
bability for a full conviction, and advance the 
moft palpable falfities with a confidence that a 
wife man would hardly exprefs in the defenfe of 
truth ? 

Befides, I fhould be too much perplexed in 
qualifying the Work you have writ againft me. 
If it be an extraét, it is unfaithful; if it be an 
anfwer, it is ftill weaker than infulting ; and if 
it be a declamation, it certainly proceeds from 
4 novice in point of Rhetoric ; for, the begin- 
ning is almoft unintelligible ; and the pompous 
nonfenfe that follows, difcovers a man who 
knows not the very firft principles of his art, the 
end whereof is to perfuade and to pleafe. Paffion 
is the only ornament of your difcourfe: yeu 
have not thought fit to difguife ir ; and it appears 

from 
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from thence how far the Argument taken from 
the Odiuni Theologicum may be carried. Youac. 
cufe me wrongtully, you infult me without any 
regard, you jeft upon me without wit ; and be. 
caufe I am a man of no intereft and authority, 
and confequently you need not be afraid of me, 
you indulge the bafe pleafure of revenging your. 
felves of a contutation which you cannot weaken, 

If one may believe you, Fathers, J zn/ult the 
Church in my haughty Differtation 5 I am offended 
at her dowthts ,; I write only for the edification of the 
Proteftants; I have no refoect for the decifion of 
the firft Authority ; 1 give to every Church the 
right of being {cht{matical ; 1 defign to drive the 
Gallican Church into a fchifm ; I deftroy the S:- 
crifice ; I reject the necefiity of Intention; | 
juftify facrileges; I weaken the certainty of pub- 
jic Acts. And this is only part of the errors 
you are to take notice of ; but, Fathers, this is 
too much already, and after fuch horrid f{candals 
you afcribe to me, what remains to confummate 
your Miffion, is to tie a ftone about my neck, 
and to throw me into the fea. But it falls out 
luckily for me, that I am not accounted fo 
guilty by the Public ; and it will be an eafy thing 
to juftify myfelf before their tribunal. 

If fo many calumnies and injurious words 
were fupported by fome probabilities ; if by my 
conduct or by my acquaintances I had given oc- 
cafion to form fufpicions againft my faith; if 
fome difcoveries had been made, that might in- 
ftruct or undeceive me; if fome difficulties had 
been propofed to me, and I had diffembled them 
for want of fincerity or out of weaknefs; if you 
had produced fome Acts, that might counter- 
balance the authenticnefs of thofe which I have 


alleged ; and if by your palpable contradictions 
He 
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‘a writing again{t me, you had not made it ap- 

ar that a lie is never confiftent with itfelf; in 
fuch a cafe, I fay, I would forgive your unjuft 
fufpicions : but I have only found injurious words: 
as tor inftruction, you keep it probably to your- 
{elves for fome other occafion. And indeed, 
what do you bring againft thofe proofs ground- 
ed upon tacts, which, as ’tis generally believed, 
I have almoft carried as far as evidence ; and ’tis 
the opinion of many, that I have multiplied 
them too much in a matter that wants only to 
be fet forth, in order to be demonftrated ? 

You object againft me, in the firft place, an 
account of a Fable (the Fable of the Nag’s bead 
Tavern in Cheapfide) which you relate with com- 
placency, as if the place you allow it in your 
Memoirs, gave it a new degree of certainty, and 
raifed it above the reach of criticifm. You give 
out falfely and without proof that this fable is as 
old as the Ordination of Parker; and as if your 
alertion carried along with it the proof of the 
thing in debate, you give thofe who know how 
to rate the worth of your teftimony, an occas 
fion to doubt whether that teftimony or the Fa- 
ble is the moft unworthy to be credited. 

Nay, let us fuppofe for one moment that this 
Fable is as old as you pretend ; do you think, IL 
fhall be much more perplexed to fhow the falfity 
of it? I referve for thofe Writers who deferve 
it, all that I might fay upon that head; but to 
keep to our own time, how many falfities are 
{pread every day, and yet no body takes upon 
himfelf to confute them? When faéts are pub- 
lic, thofe who deny thofe faéts, are only con- 
futed by the contempt expreffed for them; and 
every body, by looking upon them as impoftors, 
thinks himfelf fufficiently revenged of their = 
dulity 
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dulity or impudence. You muft needs have 
heard of certain Supplements to the Dutch Ga. 
zettes. I don’t know the Author: he might 
difcover himfelf, fince he writes for the Church. 
Tis certain that no man did ever advance with 
greater confidence, than that good Catholic, 
matters of fact known to be falfe. Some of 
them are altered, others are abfolutely falfe; and 
among a {mall number of truths, there is in his 
colleétion a conftant tradition of falfities and 
lies. Has any body undertaken to deny them ? 
No, fuch Writings are a fufficient confutation of 
themfelves ; and the public Acts by which they 
are contradiéted, will be a conviction of the 
impofture to our pofterity. 

You allege fufpicious, faulty, and contradicted 
teftimonies, without confidering that nothing 
can be weaker than fuch depofitions, when they 
are inconfiftent with public monuments. F:- 
thers, you are not ignorant of it; and when 
your intereft agreed with your knowledge, you 
knew well enough how to make ufe of that 
maxim, by faying in your Anfwer to the Re- 
queft of the Attorney-General of the Parlia- 
ment of Bretagne: ‘* Men are prompted to {ay 
*¢ what one will; but public Records are con- 
‘* ftant, unexceptionable witnefles, and cannot 
** be bribed”. 

You launch out into vain reafonings to prove 
that a fault of Mr. Rymer, in the tranfcript of 
an Act, deftroys the certainty of all the other 
Acts; without confidering that a conftant ex- 
perience of fuch faults, which happen every day, 
fhows the falfity of all thofe chimerical confe- 
quences ; that a fault of this nature in a vaft col- 
le€tion of all forts of Aéts, does not deftroy 
thejr authority ; and that when the Original is 
extant 
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extant, it may be coniulted again in things that 
may be of any confequence. 

You find fault with me for tranfcribing Bifhop 
| Bramball ; as if in matters of fact, I was not 
| obliged to look for thofe Acts that may prove 
them, and to confult the Authors who had fuch 
Pieces in their hands. *Jis true, Fathers, you 
| have another method: as for me, I don’t in- 
| yent Facts, I produce them fuch as I find them, 
and I had rather be, in that refpeét, a Copift 
| than an original Author. And indeed, it will 
not be found in my Differtation, that a verbal 
Procefs is fifty years later than the event, be- 
caufe it was not produced till fifty years after it 
| was drawn up ; nor that a Decree had the appro- 
| bation of a Council, though it was not made but 
three months after the diffolution of that Coun- 
ci. Befides, it was never obferved by thofe for 
whom it was publifhed, and no School, nor even 
yours, did ever fubmit to it. Nor will any body 
learn in my Book, that Autony, Bifhop of Lane 
| daf, was confecrated in 1641, or that Bifhop 
| Barlow had two Wives. ‘The knowledge of 
 thofe fa¢ts was kept for you. As for me, who 
am contented to tranfcribe Bifhop Brambal, I 
would have placed the confecration of the Bifhop 
| of Landaff in the year 1545, and given but one 
Wife to. Barlow. A Copift muft keep within his 
own bounds: the Public would run too great a 
hazard in believing me, if I had a mind to be- 
come an original Author in your imitation. 

You venture upon a Scholaftic Jargon about 
Intention, the Sacrifice, the matter of Sacra- 
ments, and about Ordinations ; and all this with- 
out principles, without connexion and _ proof. 
Sut whilft you afcribe to me imaginary errors 
ot abfurdities, you publith real ones: fo dange- 
rous 
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rous it is to go out of one’s Sphere, and to pre. 
tend to talk of things that are above our reach, 
You are offended at me, becaufe without much 
minding the opinion of the Schoolmen, [I allege 
old Rituals out of ufe to detend my opinion about 
the fufficiency of the Impofition of hands, and 
Prayer: that is, Fathers, you would have me to 
lay afide and leave in the duft thofe precious 
monuments, which bear witnefs againft the no- 
velty of your Syitems, and wholly deftroy them; 
for, thofe o/d Rituals, though they appear to 
you to be never fo much out of u/e, are the only 
unfufpected witneffes extant of the antient practice 
of our Churches, the only witneffes that tranf- 
mit to us their difcipline, and the traditions of 
our Foretathers, for whom you fhould exprefs 3 
greater refpect. You complain with the fame 
injuftice, that I pick up in {chifmatical and bere- 
tical Churches, what may confirm their old claim 
to eftablifh their own Rites and Difciplines, as 
well as other Churches. Would you have me 
to allege the practice of the Catholic Churches, 
that you might afterwards object againft me that 
there is no confequence from the Catholic to the 
Proteftant Churches, and that diffembling what 
was faid againft me, I went about to prove 
what was not difputed ? There ought to be faif 
dealing in every thing, and more ftill in a dif- 
pute. I faw the difficulties, and I have endess 
voured to refolve them. If I have done it with- 
out fuccefs, you were free to prove it; and | 
fhould not have taken it ill, if you had done it 
with ftrength, keeping within the bounds of 
moderation and civility. But, was it proper to 
give an odious turn to every thing, and to add 
fo much haughtinefs to fo much weaknefs ? 


Father Sy 
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Fathers, you are not always angry ; but ufing 
fometimes a jeft inftead of injurious words, you 
icribe to me the charitable intention of pretend- 
ing to mend Theology, to teach Rome, and to con 
vert the Church. °*Tis a noble project; but it is 
sbove my capacity, and confequently above my 
| views. How can I pretend to mend Theology? 
jt would be another thing, Fathers, if the que- 
| tion was about yours ; for indeed it wants fome 
‘yeformation. As for that of the Church, I 
' refpet it: I am contented to learn it, and I 
‘have not been altogether unfuccefsful in that 
ftudy. 
A for the defignh of teaching Rome, and con- 
| verting the Church, 1 renounce it: the Church 
| needs no converfion, having determined nothing 
about the queftion in hand; and Rome wants 
no means of inftruction. She needs only apply 
herfelf to you, Fathers, and you will teach her 
curious things: nay, it will not be long of you, 
| if fhe does not reform her decifions without pre- 
judice to her Infallibility ; and if fhe wants only 
Certificates from the Emperor of Chzna, you can 
fumifh her with them. How! will you fay, Is 
the queftion about China? No certainly ; but 
then how come you to mention it firft? Do you 
how your wifdom in harping upon that ftring ? 
This is, Fathers, the fum of all your re- 
proaches. Being as ill grounded as they are, it 
did not become you to talk fo haughtily, and to 
glory in your Satyr. 


Nafcitur + 2 Satyra fi gloria, gloria probri 
Hee eff. 
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And yet, after fuch vain efforts, as if you had 
left no room for a reply, you ridiculoufly ti. 
umph, and by a ftroke which may be called , 
Rodomontade, you are not ignorant, fay you, 
that one might fhow evidently the falfity of thofe 
facts which I have advanced ; but you are wil. 


ling to leave that care to others, and to take no. 


tice of my other miftakes at fome other time, 
Alas! Fathers, how come you to do fo? Wasi 
not a thing worthy of your zeal to difcover er. 
rors as foon as poflible, and to undeceive the 
Public without any delay? Yes certainly. Bu 
‘tis probable that tor prudential reafons you ex- 
pect fome body to direét you; and in this I am 
of your mind. But then you fhould alfo have 
put off your cenfure till that time; and follow. 
ing a more moderate and abler Writer, you might 
have made his inquiries your own, or learned 
equity and moderation which you want {till more 
than knowledge. 

After all, I have not negleéted, Reverend 
Fathers, to reap from your Writing all the be- 
nefit I could get by it. The only ufe I cu 
make of it is this. I fhall learn not to appear 
in print fo eafily, not to provoke prepoffeflion 
or a falfe zeal without neceffity, to mortify mn 
me felf-love, which might be fomented by the 
flattering applaufes of perfons of a high rank 
and great merit, to adapt my expreffions to the 
nicenefs of the Readers, rather than to the 
{trength with whichTruth ought to be delivered, 
and to refpeét thofe very enemies, who my 
rife up againft me on account of a certain aif 0 
freedom and liberty which our time cannot beat. 

However, I will not allow myfelf any Difl- 
mulation in point of Religion. The rule which 


every wife man ought to follow in this cafe, # 
t0 
















































Art. 25. Of LITERATURE. 409 


to advance nothing out of imprudence, and to 
difemble nothing out of cowardice. Our onl 
intereft in this world is to find out truth. If 


fought any thing elfe, what would it firnify to 


me, whether England has loft or preferved E- 


| pifcopacy? But, if fhe has retained it, does any 
body think, he fhall force me to deny that truth, 
| by infulting me without any regard, and endea- 
 youring to raife the whole world againft me? 
| No, Fathers, when a man is free from fear and 
' defires, as I am, he laughs at your haughtinefs, 
and pities your weaknefs ; and whilft you make 


yourfelves refpected by fome flatterers whofe in- 
tereft it is to applaud you, there will always be 
good men, who, without being your enemies, 
will call in your Writings, as well as in theWri- 


_ tings of others, a Sophifm, a Sophifm, and a 
| Lie, a Lie. 


Now continue, as much as you pleafe, to cry 
out without reafon, to write without modera- 


| tion, to judge without equity, to fufpeét me 


without juftice, to infult me without decency 3; 
Ifolemnly promife to anfwer you no more, if 
you have nothing to fay but injurious words, and 
to let you enjoy quietly your chimerical triumph. 
Your cenfures, as well as your praifes, are be- 
come fo infignificant that they make it unnecef- 
fry for me to vindicate myfelf from your accu- 
litions, However, if you should produce any 
thing that deferved fome notice, I would take 
carey in anfwering fome moderate Authors with 
whom I may difpute without difhonouring my- 
fel, I fay, I would take care to do you juftice, 
ind to refpe&t truth even in your mouth. But 
Jou muft not fancy that you need only raife up 
fainft me an infulting Adventurer, to make 
mefet pen to paper. I renounce any difpute, 

SEPTEMBER 1725. Oo that 
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that can afford me no inftruction, nor be bene- 
ficial to the Public. It does not become me to 
make myfelf a fpectacle to the Public, and 
to lofe in fcandalous conteftations a time fo 
precious to thofe who know, as I do, the fhal- 
lownels of our knowledge, and how much care 
and application the ftudy of Religion and truth 
requires. 

i conclude, Reverend Fathers, without any 
excufe: Self-defenfe isa natural Right ; and you 
cannot take it ill that I fhould juftify myfelf. 
Nay, you ought to commend me for my free- 
dom: by that means, I fave you the trouble of 
defending yourfelves againft an unknown Wri- 
ter. It will be better for you toknow me, than 
to fight a Phantom, which might efcape you. 
However, you .may, if you pleafe, put an end 
to this difpute in a handfome way. Let us 
make a mutual compenfation. Excufe my vi- 
vacity, and I will forgive your injuftice. All 
things duly confidered, you can’be no lofers by 
it ; and if the Public fhould not like this agree- 
ment, I take upon me the care of juftifying it. 
One mutt apply himfelf to the parties concerned 
for the reparation of damages; and I have my 
reafons to make you that conceffion. Nay, you 
ought to be obliged to me for it: you will at 
leaft eafily perceive by fuch a difpofition how 
much I love peace, and how fincerely I am 

Reverend Fathers, 


Aste Cunimninnaits Your moft humble and moft 
May 15. 1724. obedient fervant | 
| . Le CourayYer. 


Thefe two Letters alone would be fufficient to 
Show that the Caufe of the Church of England 1s 


su very good bands. | , 
a5ea y, ok A R yt I- 


”* 
— 
bwmg as em «4 

































of LITERATURE. 





ARTICLE XXVI. 


QuzSTIO Medica, Cardinalitiis Difpu- 
tationibus mané difcutienda, in Scholis 
Medicorum, die Jovis, 22 Marti, 1725. 
M. Claudio Burlet, Doétore Medico, 
Regiz Scientiarum Academie Socio, 
Hifpaniarum Regis olim Archiatro, Pre- 
fide, An gracilibus Pomaceum Vino fa- 
lubrius? Proponebat, Parifiis, Joannes 
Baptifta Du Bois, Sanlaudzus-Conftan- 
tienfis, Baccalaureus Medicus, & Auctor. 


1725, 
That is, 


AQUESTION debated .in the Schools of 
Phyfic at Paris, the 22 of March 1725, 
under the prefidence of Claudius Burlet, 
M.D. &c. and propofed by John-Baptitt 
Du Bois, M. B. vis. Whether Cider is 
a wholefomer liquor than Wine for lean 

People? Paris: printed for Ph. Nicolas 
Meee O 2 -Lottin. 
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moNG thofe artificial liquors, that ate 
A commonly ufed in France, and the neigh. 
bouring countries, it may be faid that Wine, 
Beer and Cider exceed all the others ; and there. 
fore they have been more particularly taken no- 
tice of by Naturalifts and Phyficians: the latter 
efpecially have examined their different effects, 
as to the prefervation of health. That difcuffion 
has produced a great many Writings upon this 
matter; and thofe that concern Wine, either 
complete Treatifes, or Thefes and Differtations, 
would make up alone a {mall Library. Beer has 
not been neglected: the good qualities of that 
liquor have alfo been examined. As for Cider, 
moft of thofe who loved it, being contented to 
enjoy the pleafure of drinking it, have not un- 
dertaken to defcribe its virtues ; fo that we only 
know three Authors, who have writ upon it de- 
fignedly. 

The moft antient, that is come to our know- 
ledge, is Fulian Paulmier, a native of Coutances, 
and Phyfician of the Faculty of Paris, who 
publifhed two {mall Treatifes, one concerning 
Wine, and the other concerning Cider, printed 
firft in Latin at Paris, in 1588. in 8°. and then 
reprinted at Caen the next year, in the fame 
fize, being tranflated into French by the Author. 
This is all that phyfical Literature has hitherto 
afforded us upon that fubjeét; and we are in 
debted to Normandy for thofe firft Encomiums 
upon Cider, as we are indebted to it for the 


moft exquifite liquor of that kind. 
2 Enge 
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England, which alfo glories in it, has produ 
ced two Works written in Englifh, which run 
chiefly upon the making of that pleafant liquor, 
and its properties. The firft, intitled Vinetwm 
Britaunicum, or a Zreatife of Cider, and written 
by Mr. Fobn Worlidge, a Gentleman of that 
Country, came out at London in 8°. in 1675, 
and it was reprinted in 1678 with confiderable 
additions. The next year Mr. Fobu Evelyn, Fel- 
low of the Royal Society, publifhed in the fame 
City a {mall folso-Book, with the title of Pomo- 
wt, in which he difcourfes particularly of Apples, 
of which Cider is made. | 

Mr. Worlidge cries up that liquor more than 
the two other Writers, and prefers it to any 
other Drink. The Normans, though never fo 
much prepoffeffed in favour of that produétion 
of their Country, have been more fparing of 
their praifes, fince Panlmier is contented to give 
the preference to Cider above other liquors, on- 
ly in relation to thofe perfons, for whofe confti- 
tution it feems to be more proper; which is alfo 
the opinion of Mr. Dz Bots, Author of this’ 
Thefis, of which we fhall give an account, after 
— {aid fomething concerning the origin of 

ider, 

Paulmier pretends that this liquor has been 
ued time out of mind, in Bé/cay or the Coun- 
ph the Ba/ques, and in the Cotentin, a part 
ot the lower Normandy ; and he fays that the 
Inhabitants of shofe two Diftriéts afcribe to 
themfelves the glory of the invention of Cider. 
But he thinks that liquor was not quickly in vogue 
nthe remaining part of Normandy, fincethere are 
wall the old Caftles and antient Monafteries of that 
Country fome remains of the ftoves and veflels 
made ufe of to brew beer; which fhows that 
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the ufe of Cider had not prevailed yet. And 
indeed, continues Paulmier, Beer was fifty years 
ago the common drink at Rowen and in all the 
upper Normandy. 

Mr. Worlidge maintains that in the remoteft 
times, Cider was very common in England. 
Nay, he is perfuaded that moft of the old Eng. 
lifh Writers, who mention the Vineyards and 
excellent Wines of fome Counties of Great Bri- 
tain, meant only Orchards of apple-trees, and 
Cider, which grew plentifully in that Country, 
and were called Vineyards and Wines by the 
Saxons and Normans, becaufe thofe words were 
better known to thofe new Conquerors. For, 
he will have Seder or Cider to be an antient 
Britifh word, though perhaps derived from the 
Greek Sicera, which fignifies any liquor that 
will make one drunk, except wine. 


The famous Mr. Huet has inferted in his A. 


tiquities of the City of Caen, Chap. ro. curious 
inquiries about the antiquity of Cider, taking in 
under that word, befides Cider and Perry, the 
fermented juice of fome other fruits. He finds 
in Virgil a liquor analogous to wine, made of 
the juice of Sorb-apples, and common among 
the Scythians, the Thracians and the _ nations 
bordering upon the Palus Me@otis. He oblerves 
that Pliny calls by the name of wine the juices 
{queezed out of apples and pears ; and that 4: 
temidorus, who lived in Afia minor, under the 
empire of Adrian, mentions Perry as a liquor 
ufed in his time. Mr. Huet does alfo obferve 
that Wine of apples is mentioned in Plutarch: 
that the wine which St. Paul advifed Timothy to 
drink, to ftrengthen his ftomach, was nothing 
elfe but Perry, according to St. Jerome, (from 


whence it follows at leaft that this liquor w4 
knows 
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known in the time of that Father :)) That Ter- 


tullian and St. Ambrofe commend Cider, as a li- 
quor common in Africa, which, for its {weet- 
nefs, was as good and even better than wine. 

The learned Prelate believes, with great pro= 
bability, that the Africans, and perhaps the Car- 
thaginians in particular, brought the ufe of Ci- 
der into Spain, efpecially into Bifcay, where it 
has been common long ago ; that the Bifcayans, 
who were feamen, imparted it to the Normans, 
who were alfo great Navigators ; and that from 
thence they had the knowledge of that liquor. 
However he thinks that Cider did not begin to 
be common in the lower Normandy, but about 
the thirteenth Century ; and yet in that and 
the following Ages, Beer was the moft ufual 
drink at Caen. But at laft, Cider prevailed fo 
much, about the middle of the fixteenth Cen- 
tury, that Brewers were obliged to leave their 
work. 


I. To proceed’ to the Thefis of Mr. du Bois, 
itis divided into five Articles or Corollaries, as 
are all the Thefes maintained in the Schools of 
Phyfic at Paris. In the firft Article, after fome 
reflexions upon the caufe of the various tempers 
of men in general ; the Author obferves that if 
that part of Phyfic,which prefcribes the Regimen, 
takes care to adapt to each fort of temper the 
qualities of the air, the length of fleep, and a 
proper exercife ; it is no lefs careful in the choice 
of aliments, and particularly of thofe liquors 
that are moft proper for different tempers. 

To difcover more certainly that fuitablenefs, 
one muft thoroughly know, not only wherein 
tach fort of temper differs, but alfo the nature 
ofeach fort of liquor, the ufe of which is to 
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be prefcribed. For, among thofe liquors, fome 
raife and encreafe the heat, prick the fibres of 
the folid parts, fharpen the ferments arifing from 
the Fluids, and make the motions of both more 
lively. Others, on the contrary, produce quite 
oppofite effects ; and Mr. Du Bois gives the pre- 
ference to thefe laft liquors, in relation to lean 
people: which he confirms in the fecond Coro}. 
lary of his Lhefis by comparing the conftitution 
of thofe perfons with the qualities of the liquors 
he thinks to be the wholefomeft for them. 


II. He carefully defcribes that fort of temper. 
Lean people ( fays he ) are diftinguifhed by 
the drinefs of the skin, the extent and frequen- 
cy of refpiration, the quicknefs and ftrength of 
the pulfe, the uneafinefs and fhortnefs of fleep, 
an inclination for amourous pleafures, the nice- 
nefs of their fenfes, the vivacity of their mind, 
and hafty judgments, boldnefs, haughtinefs, paf- 
fion, &c. All thofe things (continues Mr. Ds 
Bois) fhow a violent heat, a great drinefs and 
elafticity in the fibres, a quick fermentation in 
the humours, in a word, an impetuous motion 
in all the parts of the Machine: from whence 
it follows that all the juices are exceffively at- 
tenuated and fubtilized, and confequently thet 
every thing contributes to a quick and. perfect 
diffolution of the aliments ©. ; 2s 

The contrary happens in fat people, fince 
their fatnefs proceeds from a bad digeftion: of 
food, and a great plenty of juices not Fuicientl 
refined.. Nothing proves jt better ( purfues the 
Author) than the way of fattening animals, 
which confifts in caftration and keeping them 
fhut up. Thofe two things, by cooling the 
ftomach, and weakening its ferment, thickes 
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all the liquors, which by that means occafion a 

eat fatnefs. Without having ‘recourfe to fuch 
means, one may ftop the progrefs of leannefs 
by abftaining from too hot and fpirituous li- 
quors, and ufing thofe that are more temperate, 
which f{preading a fort of dew over the folid 
parts, keep them from fhrinking, and by their 
unctuous fubftance prevent an exceffive unfold- 
ing of ferments, and curb the fpirits: the whole 
according to the precept of Hippocrates, who 
prefcribed a moiftening diet to lean people. — 


Ill. Thofe principles being laid down, the 
Author examines the two liquors in queftion, 
that is, Wine and Cider. He compares them 
together, as to’their different way of working 
upon the ftomach, the food, the mafs of the 
blood and all the folids. Wine pricks the fi- 
bres of the ventricle, and by the contra¢tion it 
excites, occafions a compreffion in-the glands 
of that vé/cus, out of which too great a quan- 
tity of the gaffric or digeftive juice is {queezed ; 
whereby it is exhaufted, and the ftomach grows 
dry. ‘That diffolvent, with the help of the fa- 
line points of Wine, to which it is united, and 
which, like fo many edges, by means of the 
contractions of the ventricle, penetrate into 
the contexture of the aliments, makes a quick’ 
and perfect diffolution of them. 'The-chyle re- 
fulting from it, is‘no fooner mixed with the 


- blogd, but’ the vinous fpirits unfolding ‘theme 


felves more and more, communicate their impe- 
tuofity to. fhe whole mafs of the liquids, make 
excurfions on all parts, ftrike againft the coats 


Of the veffels, from whence they are reflected 


upon the molecule. of the blood, which they at- 
tenuate. exceffively. The humors; being too 
freed sa : mig He oe. yi 3° {ubtil, 


s 
































































































218 New MEMOIRS ART. 26, 


fubtil, are in a violent agitation ; the vibrations 
of the folids are performed with greater vehe. 
mence ; the whole body is heated, and being 
deprived of that balfamic fubftance, which it 
wanted, grows very dry. 

Cider, on the contrary, working more weak. 
ly upon the ftomach, fqueezes out of it a leffer 
quantity of digeftive juice. From thence arifes 
a coarfer chyle, which gets into the blood, and 
mixes with it. Befides, phlegm which abounds 
in Cider, does quickly allay the {pirituous parts 
of that liquor : the oily and vifcous ones, wrap- 
ping up and entangling the faline, blunt their 
points, and preferve the folid parts from their 
attack. ‘Thus by the ufe of that liquor, one 
may avoid many inconveniencies, fuch as the 
pricking of the veffels, the encreafe of heat, the 
drinefs of the fibres, which being moiftened 
with fuch a foft liquor, become a great deal 
more pliant. : 


IV. To confirm the doétrine mentioned in 
the third Corollary, about the effects produced 
by Wine and Cider upon the folids and liquids, 
according to the feveral degrees of the plight of 
the body; Mr. Du Bois gives a more particular 
account of thofe effects. He pretends that the 


fulphurous and volatil particles of Wine, being 


united to the active and exalted principles of the 
chyle and blood, fubtilize to fuch a degree the 
juice defigned for nourifhment, ‘that they reduce 
moft of it to thofe {mall globules, which com- 
pofe the red portion of the blood, and which 
(fays he) do not at all contribute to the nutri- 
tion of the parts. Hence it is, fays the Author, 
that the blood of lean people abounds much 
more with thofe globules, which by reafon of 
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their extreme {mallnefs may eafily get out through 
the pores of the skin, with the /erus that is be- 
come too fubtil, and continually exhales by an 
exceflive heat. What remains therefore in the 
veflels, is only the coarfeft and moft tartarous 
rt of the blood, impregnated with acrimoni- 
ous and fixed falts, more proper to.dry up and 
even to corrode the folids, than to repair their 
fubftance. 
Such are the diforders occafioned by Wine in 
lean people. But they need not tear any fuch 
thing from Cider, confifting of molecule very 
different from thofe of Wine, as it appears by 
achymical Analyfis. And indeed, Cider affords 
by diftillation, in the firft-place, a fulphurous 
fpirit, analogous to that of Wine, but ina much 
leer quantity ; afterwards a great deal of phlegm; 
and then a thick oil: what remains in the Re- 
tort, contains only very little alkaline falt, not 
much unlike the falt of Tartar. Befides, nothing 
proves better the vifcofity of Cider, than the 
violent fermentation by which it is refined, as 
wet] as the long drunkennefs it occafions, which 
hardly goes off in two days. °*Tis from that fat, 
vifcous and phlegmatic fubftance of Cider that 
Jean people reap a very great benefit. Being 
mixed with the humors, it leflens their fer- 
mentation, by curbing their over-a¢tive princi- 
ples. It affords a Lympha lefs attenuated, which 
conveys the nourifhment into the parts, before 
it gets that degree of fubtilty, which would con- 
vert it into the globulous matter of the blood, 
and make it proper to evaporate by the way of 
tranfpiration. Wherefore that kind of evacua- 
tion being then lefs plentiful, the reparation is 
More copious: the fibres of the folid parts are 
More moiltencd and better nourifhed. 
: V. The 
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V. The Author, in his laft Corollary, allows 
fat people to drink Wine plentifully. It will 
fupply the want of blood and fpirits, and confe- 
quently revive the natural ,heat, almoft ftifled 
by too much fat. But he advifes lean people to 
drink Cider. ‘That liquor will give a greater 
confiftence to the liquids, and make upon the 
brain and the nerves a much leffer impreffion, 
than Wine would do by its acrimony. For a 
Jaft proof that Cider thickens the liquors, and 
that Wine fubtilizes them ; that the former is 
Jefs hurtful to the head and the nerves than the 
Jatter; he makes the following obfervation. - 

At Paris, at Auxerre, and in the other places 
where they drink a great deal of Wine, the 
wounds of the lower parts are more eafily and 
{peedily cured than thofe of the head. ’Tis 
the quite contrary in Normandy. How great 
foever a wound in the head may be, it cures 
almoft of itfelf: whereas the leaft {mall ulcer 
in the foot, the leg, or the thigh, lafts whole 
years, and is frequently incurable. ‘The Author 
knows no other caufe of that difference, but the 
too great fubtilty of the humors, which are 
conveyed into the upper parts, on one hand ; 
and on the other, the thicknefs*of the fame li- 
quids, which prevents their fublimation. Nay, 
he does not believe that any one can explain 
more probably, why bleeding in tlie foot, be- 
ing too long put off, or too often repeated, is 
much more dangerous at Caen, than at Paris. 

Mr. Du Bois takes notice of an objection that 
— be raifed againft him about the danger of 
obitruétions, to which thofe who drink Cider, 
{eem to be expofed by the property of thickening’ 
the blood, which he afcribes to that liquor: _ 
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after having fhown that this danger threatens 
only fat people; whereas the ufe of Wine 
might very well bring that inconvéniency tipon 
the lean ; he concludes that Cider is a wholefomer 
liquor for the latter, than Wine. 

This Thefis, either for the choice and difpo- 
fition of the proofs, or for the purity of the 
ftyle, is not inferior to the beft that have been 
debated hitherto in the Schools of Phyfic. The 
main propofitions are grounded upon the ob- 
fervations of Hippocrates, Galen and Celfus ; 
which fhows that the Author knew how to draw 
his doétrine out of the beft Authors. 





ARTICLE XXVII. 


NuL%yiTe’ des Ordinations Anglicanes, 
oti Refutation du Livre intitulé, Differ- 
tation fur la Validité des Ordinations des 
Anglois. Par leR.P. MICHEL LE 
QUIEN, Profeffeur en Theologie, de 
POrdre des Freres Précheurs. A Parts, 
chez Simart, rue Saint Jacques au dau- 
phin. 1725. 


That 1s, 


The NULLITY of the Englifh Ordina- 


tions, or @ Confutation of the Book in- 
titled, 
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titled, A Defenfe of the Validity of the 
Englifh Ordinations. By Father M1- 
CHAEL LE QUIEN, Profeffor of 
Divinity, of the Order of the Dominicans, 
Paris. Two Volumes in 12. pagg. 538, 
and 396. befides a Preface of 7% pages, 


and an Appendix containing feveral Pieces, 


PLAINLY perceive that the Queftion re- 
I lating to the Validity of our Ordinations 
is become a ‘Party-bufinefs in France : we need 
not wonder at it: fuch is generally the fate of 
religious controverfies. Men fay that they dif- 
pute for the glory of God; but the glory 
of God is far from being their aim. Three 
perfons have attacked the Book of Father Le 
Courayer ; and "tis obfervable that one of them 
is a Fefuit, and another a Dominican, two 
Orders which never yet diftinguifhed themfelves 
by their moderation. Some learned men of 
Paris believe that Father Le Quzen’s Book is 
the beft. that has been. written againft Father 
Le Courayer ; but they add at the fame time, 
that it isa very weak contutation. I have no 
doubts about the validity of the Ordinations of 
our Bifhops, Priefts and Deacons ; and I am 
very little inclined to read what Father Le 
Quien fays againft it, and to give an account 
of his performance, which, I think, would not 
be very acceptable to my Readers. I am not 
for filling up my page at any rate: I endeavour 
to make a good choice of materials ; and if that 
choice is well approved: by the Public, I fhall 
think myfelf very happy. Father Le Quien 
has prefixed a long Preface to his Book : I fhall 
confine 
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confine myfelf to that part of his Work, and to 
his Epiftle dedicatory. 

The Book is dedicated to Cardinal De Noail- 
ks, Archbifhop of Paris Father Le Quien tells 
that Prelate among other things, that the opi- 
nion of the Church of France concerning the 
nullity of the Englifh Ordinations had never been 
contradi€ted but by Proteftant Writers. And 
then he goes on thus: ** One of our Divines 
“ has lately revived the difpute at Paris. He is 
“ the firft among the Catholics, who is willing 
“ to juftity Ordinations that have been rejected 
“ for the {pace of almoft two hundred years. 
“ One ought to believe out of juftice, that his 
“ views and intentions are upright ”. 

I proceed to the Preface. Hitherto (fays the 
Author) none of the Sons of the Church 
had undertaken to defend the Englifh Ordinati- 
ons. “* But we have lately feen a Differtation 
“in favour of thofe Ordinations, written. by 
“one of our Divines. ‘That Work which con- 
“tains many Acts, to fhow that the fucceffion 
“ of the Bifhops of England was not interrupt- 
“ed at the promotion of Matthew Parker to 
“ the Archbifhoprick of Canterbury, and where- 
“in all Antiquity is appealed to, in order to 
“ juftify the alteration that was made in the 
“Forms of Ordinations under the reign of 
“ Edward VI, is written with very great art ; 
“which is the reafon why that Work and the 
“Author have been applauded by moft of 
: thofe who have read it. What has further 
, Contributed to the good reception of that 
_ Book, is an intimation given, that if the 
: Englifh Ordinations are once acknowledged 
‘ by the Catholics to be valid, the reunion of 
the Englifh Proteftants will not be fo dif- 
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“ ficult ; and the Author’s eagernefs in re. 
“* moving that obftacle, made many people be. 
§* lieve that the harveft was ready”. 

Father Le Quien fays, this is a f{pecious mo. 
tive, and that he would alfo have applauded the 
Differtation of Father Le Courayer, if he hed 
been {fatisfied with the proofs alleged by that 
Author. He owns that there was a time when 
he believed the validity of our Ordinations ; 
but he is no longer of that opinion. However, 
he would not have writ upon that fubject, if 
Religious, and a Prieft of the Catholic Church, 
bad not taken upon bimfelf to defend the caufe of 
the Proteftants. 

The following pafflage appears to me remar- 
kable. ‘* The learned perfons, /ays Father 
“* Le Quien, who have engaged me to confute 
“ the Differtation, perceived as well as I, that 
“© the Author is gone too far’; and I cannot 
‘© difflemble that they have been offended at 
“ the prepoffeffion he fhows every where in 
*¢ favour of the Englifh Sect, and at his com- 
“* mending the Writers of that Communion, 
*¢ whilft on the other hand he expreffes a cer- 
“° tain contempt for the Catholic Divines, and 
** even for the Catholic Bifhops of the Eng: 
“ lifh Nation, notwithftanding what they have 
“© done, fuffered and writ in defenfe of the 
“* Faith, They exclaimed againft the little 
S° refpeét he fhows in more than one place for 
© the Pope and the Church of Rome, and for 
** their decifions, though never fo well autho- 
“ rized from the beginning by the practice of 
*€ the other Churches, which conformed to 
€€ them. They do not fcruple to call thofe 
* Maxims Schifmatical, which give a right to 


“ a Society feparated from the Church to ex 
“ ercife 
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“ ercife a full jurifdiction and a legiflative powe 
‘er over her members, fo far as to alter the 
“ moft generally received and the moft facred 
“ difcipline in theLiturgy and the Forms of Sacra 
“ ments, in order to authorize the errors fhe pro= 
“6 feffes, and fo far as to overthrow the whole 
“ ftate of Religion in a great Kingdom. They 
take it ill that the Author fhould frequently 
«“ repeat in favour of the Englifh Sect, and lay 
“ down as a Maxim, that a National Church, 
« independently upon all the others which com- 
«“ pofe the body of the univerfal Church, has a 
“ power to change her Rites and her Difcipline 
“in the moft important points. A principle 
“ which is but too dangerous in the application 
“ that is made of it, and which the Reformers 
“ alleged to juftify all the fteps they made in 
“ overthrowing Religion. A principle which 
“ the Englifh Proteftants ufe ftill, to perfift in 
“ their Schifm, as one ¢ of their moft famous 
“ Authors teftifies in one of his Works. In 
“ fhort, a principle of Independency, oppofite 
“ to fubordination, and even to the union of 
“ the members of the Church one with another, 
“and with the Perion whom Chrift has efta- 
“ blifhed as their vifible Head, and which the 
“ Author has but too much inculcated, for 
n want of duly confidering the confequences 
of it”. 

This principle, though never fo reafonable, 
makes Father Le Quien very uneafy ; and indeed 
it will never be approved by the zealous parti- 
fins of the Court of Rome, by thofe whofe ins 
tereft it is, as I have faid in another place, to 
make themfelves flaves to the Holy See. 


: sgar Fuft Weights and Meafures, Chap. xxv. 
3: P. 188. 
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The Author fays that he has interrupted a 
Work intitled, Oriens Chriftianus & Africa, that 
he might anfwer the Differtation of Father Le 
Courayer. ** Though that Differtation (Lays he) 
“¢ has been very much applauded, yet many 
“ have been furprifed that a Catholic Divine 
“* fhould have made it his bufinefs to juftify 
“ againft the common opinion the Ordinations 
** of a Seét moft oppofite to the Church. The 
“* Proteftants, and even the Englifh, as well as 
€¢ the Catholics, have expreffed their amaze- 
“ ment at it’. I muft obferve that Father Le 
Quien never calls our Church the Church of Eng- 
Jand, but only the Englifo Sec: it is an infult, 
which, I dare fay, will not be approved by the 
wife men of the Gallican Church. 

Afterwards the Author tells us that Father Le 
Courayer, forefeeing the furprife of the Prote- 
ftants, and the complaints of the Roman-Catho- 
lics, has prevented them by faying that his de- 
fign, in publifhing his Differtation, was to faci- 
litate the feunion of the Catholic Church with 
the Church of England. Whereupon Father Le 
Quien {ays that fuch a reunion is a mere phantom. 
He is fo ill informed as to affirm that the igs 
are profeft enemies to Epifcopacy. He afferts 
that moft of our Clergy are downright Calvinifts, 
or men of no Religion, who profe/s outwardly the 
Religion efablifbed by the Laws, only to get Li- 
wings and enjoy their incomes. Father Le Quen 
fhould have known that there are hardly any 
Calvinifts in the Church of England. As for his 
other reflexion, it is very uncharitable, and it 
will be condemned by the wife men of his own 
communion. One might very well ask Father 
Le Quien, what fenfe of Religion thofe Domi 
aicans had, who made themfelves fo famous for 
their perfecutions ? 

Our 
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Our Author fays, that, fome years ago, the 
reunion of the Englifh with the French in point 
of Religion was talked of at Paris. ‘* The late 
‘Dr. Du Pin, as it was reported, began that 
“ affair, and treated about it with the Arch- 
“ bifhop of Canterbury. And indeed Letters 
“¢ paffed on both fides; and in one of thofe of 
“ the Proteftant Primate to the Paris-Doé¢tor, 
«¢ mention is made of a reunion; but upon what 
“ terms? They are the fame as thofe I have 
“ juft now alleged: viz. that the Englifh fhall 
“ retain their Liturgy and Form of Ordinations 
“ for Bifhops, Priefts and Deacons, without ma- 
‘king hardly any alteration in them: that it 
“ fhall be agreed on both fides to protefs equally 
“ the Catholic doctrine contained and exprefled 
“in the Creeds of the Apoftles, and of Con- 
“ ftantinople, and in that which goes by the 
“name of St. Athanafius. As for the other 
“ points about which we have been divided hi« 
“therto, both parties fhall patiently bear one 
“with another, till they are at laft perfectly 
“agreed. Lziturgia t nofira qualis fit, five in 
“ Foifcopis, Presbyteris €9 Diaconis ordinandis, 
“ five in facre Synaxis adminifiratione, five in 
“ quotidianis precibus publice in Ecclefia faciendis, 
“five denique in {pecialibus officiis Baptifini, 
“ Confirmationis, €8 Matrimonti peragendis, cum 
“non folum Latin’, verum etiam Gallice extent, 
“ex eoruut lectione tibi judicandum relinquo. Ques 
“dam forte in iis omiffa defiderabis, pauca ad- 
‘ modum immutanda caufabis. Articuli Fidei 8 
Religionis nojtre publice editi in onium ma- 
: nibus verfantur. In bifce videbis vetera Eccle- 
"fe Symbola exprefs? a nobis recipi, Apofolicum, 





T A Letter of the Lord Archbijhop of Canterbury to 
Dr. Du Pin, Feb, 13. 1717. | 
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$ Conftantinopolitanum, €9 quod vulgo, etfi male, 
“ vocatur Athanafianum. Hee in publicis noftris 
“ conventibus leguitur. His formulis Fidem Ca- 
“¢ tholicam €8 vos nobifcum confitemini : & cum in 
“ bifce omnes, in cateris fane nos invicem ferre 
 debemus, fi forte in aliquo diffentiamus, donee 
“© Deus dedevit, ut etiam in illis effe poffimus con- 
“© cordes. 'Thefe are the terms upon which the 
“* Proteftant Primate pretends that a reunion 
** ought to be made. The Lutherans of the 
“© Confeffion of Augsburg have frequently faid 
“ the fame; and all the benefit the Church 
“¢ would reap from it, would be that the Mini- 
“¢ fters of thofe Sects would give over declaim- 
“¢ ing againft her ufages, whilft on the other 
** hand fhe would connive at the heretical do- 
*¢ rine which they would teach ftill ”. 

Such is the account which Father Le Qui: 
gives us of a project of reunion between the 
two Churches. The Lord Archbifhop of 
Canterbury is beft able to know whether the 
matter has been faithfully reprefented in this 
Book. Our learned Primate is one of the 
moft zealous Proteftant Prelates, that ever 
filled that See. Every body knows with 
what courage and fuccefs he oppofed the er- 
rors of the Church of Rome, at a time when 
it was very dangerous to ftand in defenfe of the 
Proteftant Religion. 

Our Author tells us the following ftory. Some 
learned Clergymen of Paris, being extremely 
defirous to contribute to the reconciliation of the 
Church of England with that of France, which 
was then talked of, undertook a journey into 
England. They vifited in their way a Monafte- 


-ry where they gave an account of the reafons of 


their journey. But upon their return into 
France, 
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France, being come again to the fame Convent, 
they ingenuoufly confeft that they had only met 
with a very kind and obliging reception in Eng- 
Jand, without finding among the Englifh any 
difpofition to return into the pale of the Church. 
Father Le Quien fays, he had very lately this 
articular from the very mouth of the Superior 
of the Monaftery where thofe Gentlemen lodged 
twice. 

The remaining part of the Preface will only 
afford me the following paflage. Father Le Quiew 
tells us that he has a great refpect for the Englith 
upon account of their erudition ; and that he 
will never forget how much he is indebted to 
many of our learned men for helping him in his 
labours. He allows that there are learned per- 
fons in England: as for Bifhops, Priefts, Sacra- 
ments, we have none. Does he believe we are 
Chriftians ? 

If I read the Work of Father Le Quien, and 
if I find in it any thing that deferves to be com- 
municated to the Public, I fhall infert it in 
angther Article. I long to fee the Reply of 
Father Le Courayer. Iam perfuaded, it will be 
an admirable Work. His Defenfe of our Ordi- 
nations has been very much cried up in France. 
Ihave made an obfervation, which appears to 
meyery well grounded. It feems to me that the 
more a man of fenfe reads this controverfy, the 
more he will admire the Church of England, 
and be fenfible of the happinefs of living in a 
reformed Country, free from religious fooleries 
and from perfecution. 


ARTI- 
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ARTICLE XXVIII. 


JoAN. Baptist Brancut Med. Dot. & 
inTaurinenfi Univerfitate Anatomtz Pro- 
fefforis, Htstorta HEpPATICA, 1n hac 
tertia Editione, numeris tandem omni- 
bus abfoluta. Seu Hiftoria ac Praxis 
omnium morborum Hepatis, & Bilis, 
cum ejufdem vifceris Anatome pluribus 
in partibus nova: adjunctis Differtatio- 
nibus aliquot; eneis tabulis ; accuratis 
earum explicationibus, & Animadver- 
fionibus ad hocce explendum Opus fa. 
cientibus; amplifque omnium rerum 
Indicibus. Geneve, apud Gabrielem 
De Tournes & Filios. 1725. 


That ts, 


History of the difeafes of the Liver, 
&c. By JOHN Baptist BraNncui, M.D. 
Profelfor of Anatomy in the Univer fity of 
Turin. The third Edition. Geneva. 1725: 
Two Volumes in 4°. pagg. 1230. befides 


feveral Oratious. 


















rR. BraANCHI approves no other method in 
Phyfic but that of Hippocrates. He de- 


plores the misfortune of that Art in paft 2B 
and 
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and in our own time: he affirms that Europe has 
roduced very few followers of Hippocrates ; and 
he names only for Lraly Mercurialts, Martianus 
and Baglivi, tor England Sydeubam, for France 
Durety for Spain Mercatus, tor Germany Crato. 

The Author is fenfible of the uncorreétnefs of 
his ftyle, and acknowledges that his Work is full 
of Barbarifms. He endeavours to excufe himfelf 
upon that head. Are difeafes Clays he) cured 
with words? Do thofe Phyficians, who are fo 
nice about the choice of words, and have always 
Calepin and Nixolius in their hands, publifh more 
ufeful Books than others? °Tis true that difeafes 
are not cured with words ; but a Book concern- 
ing the cure of difeafes will be better underftood, 
and confequently more ufeful, if it be well writ- 
ten. And can it be doubted that the Works of 
Hippocrates and Ce/fus, for initance, are more 
valuable, -and of much greater ufe, than if thofe 
two Phyficians had neglected their ftyle, and ex- 
prefled themfelves very obfcurely ? 

This new Edition of Dr. Bzanchi’s Work is 
much larger and more perfect than the two for- 
mer. It confifts of three Parts. The firft con- 
cerns the Theory of the Liver: the fecond treats 
of the difeafes of that Vi/cus ; and the third fhows 
by what means thofe difeafes may be cured. The 
Author has inferted in this Work, a curious and 
inftru€tive accqunt of the fevers that prevailed 
in Piedmont for feveral years ; and ’tis obfervable 
that Dr. Richa 4, a Phyfician of Zurin, went on 
with thofe obfervations, beginning almoft where 
Dr. Bianchi left off. 

An account of this Work of Dr. Bianchi may 
be feen in the fifth Volume of the former Afe- 
moirs of Literature, Art. XVIII. 2d Edition. 


{ See the firft Volume of his Journal, Art. XXIV. 
P4 ARTI: 
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ARTICLE XxIxX. 


The Ex CELLENT Ufe of PsaLMobpy, 
with a Courfe of finging Pfalms for balf a 
year, beginning on the firft Sunday in Fa- | 

. muary, and again on the firft Sunday in 
Fuly , and alfo proper Pfalms for particu. Hh 
lar days and occafions. Both taken out 
of the Direttions given by EDM UND 
Lord Bifhop of LONDON to the Clergy 
of bis Diocefe, in the year 1724. With f 
an Addition fince made by his Lordfhip of | 
Pfalms proper to be fung by Charity Chil- f 
dren in the Church, on the days of Col- 
Jections. London: printed by S. Buckley 
in Amen-Corner. Three pages in folio, A 




















7 —E Lord Bifhop of London, who is al- 
ways intent upon the good of his Diocefe, 
being fenfible that nothing ought to be fung in 
Places confecrated to the worfhip of God, but 
what tends to piety and edification, has appoint- 
ed a Courfe of finging Pfalms, which may be 
gone through every fix months ; and it is fo or- 
dered as to confift only, 1. of praifes and thank/- 
givings: 2. of prayers to God: and 3. of moral 
precepts, and motives to a godly life. Indeed, it | 
is very improper (as his Lordfhip aaa to 
= 2 eave 
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lave the choice of Pfalms to the Parifh-Clerk. 
Pfalmody, fo much ufed in the antient Church, 
i; a noble part of Divine Service, and cannot 
be performed with too much caution and decen- 
cy. It were to be wifhed that the wife direéti- 
ons, which make the fubject of this Article, 
were followed all over England, and in thofe 
foreign Churches which fing the whole Pfalter, 
without fo much as excepting the Imprecations to 
be found in it. The Roman-Catholic Miffionaries 
of France, who affected to infult the French Pro- 
teftant Churches upon every occafion, laughed 
at them for finging thefe words among others: 


Contre Edom peuple glorieux 
Fe jetterai mes fouliers vieux. 


That is, I foal throw my old shoes at the proud 
people of Edom. 
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ARTICLE XXX. 


AcTA REGIA: or, an Account of the 
Treaties, Letters, and Infruments be- 
tween the Monarchs of England and fo- 
reign Powers, publifhed in Mr. Rymer’s 
FOEDERA, which are the Bafis of the 
Englifh Hiftory, and contain thofe Autho- 
rities which rectify the miftakes that moft 
of our Writers h2ve committed for want 
of fuch a Colleétion of Records. Tran- 
flated from the French of M. Rapin, as 


pub- 
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publifbed by M. Le Clere. With the 


Heads of the Kings and Queens, curiouy- 
ly engraved by Mr. Vandergucht. To be 
publifbed monthly, Number \. for Sep- 
tember. Beginning with the reign of 
King Henry ]. and ending with that of 
Edward. London: printed for F. Dar- 
by, A. Bettefworth, F. Fayram, F. Pem- 
berton, C. Rivington, 7. Hooke, F, Clay, 
F. Battley, and E, Symon. 1725. in 8vo, 


PoEEs 6 \. 


Te bare title of this Work fhows the 
worth and ufefulnefs of it. The late 
Lord Halifax having prefented Mr. Le Clerc 
with a Copy of Mr. Rymer’s Collection of the 
Records of the Tower, Mr. De Rapin, Author 
of the late Hiftory of England, made an A- 
bridgement of it, which was printed in feveral 
Jonrnals of Mr. Le Clerc. It was very proper 
to tranflate that Account into Englifh, in favour 
of thofe curious perfons who have not Mr. Ry- 
mer’s Collection, confifting of feventeen large 
Volumes 7 folio, which is very f{carce and very 
dear ; for there were but few copies printed. 
That noble Gollection contains the Leagues, 
Conventions, Letters, and all the other public 
Acts between the Kings of England, and foreign 
Kings, Popes, Princes or Communities, begin- 
ning with the reign of King Henry the Firft, 
and ending with that of King Charles the Firft. 
By this Collection, (as it is well obferved by 
the Author of the Jutroduétiou prefixed to this 


Book) we difcover a great many miftakes, both 
in 
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in Faéts and Dates, which have efcaped the moft 
exact Hiftorians. We find feveral confiderable 
Chafms in our Hiftory filled up by the help of 
many fecret Acts, which were never publifhed 
before, or never came into the hands of Hiftorio- 
graphers. We are thereby enabled to difcover 
the Anceftors of many illuftrious Families of 
Europe ; how they conducted themfelves in all 
Revolutions and Parties in the State; in fine, 
we have the fatistaction to fee every Fact efta- 
blifhed upon the authentic Aéts of the feveral 
Reigns, and on fuch Originals as are indifputa- 
ble. 

Of all the Hiftories confulted by Mr. De Ra- 
pin for the compofition of his general Hiftory 
of England, this valuable Collection was of the 
preateft help to him, to rectify the Dates in an 
infinite number of places, to difcover a world of 
miftakes in the beft Writers of all nations wha 
have treated of our Hiftory, to pafs a true judg- 
ment on thofe Articles wherein they happen to 
contradi€t one another, and to bring to light a 
great many Events which other Hiftorians have 
not fo much as mentioned, or but flightly 
touched. 

The Abridgment of that voluminous expen- 
five Collection is fo judicioufly and accurately 
done, that it has had the approbation of all the 
Curious who have feen it; for we have not only 
the Titles and Pages of the feveral Acts record- 
ed by Mr. Rymer, but a well connected feries 
of the Events to which they relate; together 
with many ufeful Remarks. 

The Author of the Introduction adds, that this 
Tranflation of Mr. De Rapin’s Abridgment, 
Which is to come out monthly, will be finifhed 
iNabout a year ; and that to make it ftill further 
4 ufeful, 




























































ufeful, the Tranflator has added fome Note; 
from the beft authorities, which are not to be 
met with either in Mr. Rymer’s Colleétion, or 
in the French Abridgment of it; and he has 
marked in the margin the pages referring to the 
Originals. 

Unneceflary Abridgments are a public nuifance 
in the Commonwealth of Learning. But it will 
be acknowledged that this Abridgment of Mr. 
Rymer’s Collection is one of the moft ufefil, 
that ever was made. I never printed any Abridg. 
ment but that of Gerard Brandt’s Hiftory of the 
Reformation in the Low-Countries ; and I hope no 
body will fay that it was unneceffary. 
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ARTICLE XXXI. 
NAP. ES. 


r. Como, a Neapolitan, will fhortly put 
A out a Hiffory of the Popes and Cardinals 
of the Kingdom of Naples, written in Latin. 


PARTS. 


Bookfeller of this City is reprinting the 
French Tranflation of Dr. Prideaux’s Ht- 

ftory of the Fews and the neighbouring Nations. 
It will confift of feven volumes in 12°. with 
mew Maps. 
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